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Virtue has been rediscovered in the United States as a subject of public debate and of philosophical inquiry.
Politicians from both parties, leading intellectuals, and concerned citizens from diverse backgrounds are
addressing questions about the content of our character. William Bennett's moral guide for children, A Book
of Virtues, was a national bestseller. Yet many continue to associate virtue with a prudish, Victorian morality
or with crude attempts by government to legislate morals. Peter Berkowitz clarifies the fundamental issues,
arguing that a certain ambivalence toward virtue reflects the liberal spirit at its best. Drawing on recent
scholarship as well as classical political philosophy, he makes his case with penetrating analyses of four
central figures in the making of modern liberalism: Hobbes, Locke, Kant, and Mill.

These thinkers are usually understood to have neglected or disparaged virtue. Yet Berkowitz shows that they
all believed that government resting on the fundamental premise of liberalism--the natural freedom and
equality of all human beings--could not work unless citizens and officeholders possess particular qualities of
mind and character. These virtues, which include reflective judgment, sympathetic imagination, self-
restraint, the ability to cooperate, and toleration do not arise spontaneously but must be cultivated. Berkowitz
explores the various strategies the thinkers employ as they seek to give virtue its due while respecting
individual liberty. Liberals, he argues, must combine energy and forbearance, finding public and private
ways to support such nongovernmental institutions as the family and voluntary associations. For these
institutions, the liberal tradition powerfully suggests, play an indispensable role not only in forming the
virtues on which liberal democracy depends but in overcoming the vices that it tends to engender.

Clearly written and vigorously argued, this is a provocative work of political theory that speaks directly to
complex issues at the heart of contemporary philosophy and public discussion.

New Forum Books makes available to general readers outstanding, original, interdisciplinary scholarship
with a special focus on the juncture of culture, law, and politics. New Forum Books is guided by the
conviction that law and politics not only reflect culture, but help to shape it. Authors include leading political
scientists, sociologists, legal scholars, philosophers, theologians, historians, and economists writing for
nonspecialist readers and scholars across a range of fields. Looking at questions such as political equality,
the concept of rights, the problem of virtue in liberal politics, crime and punishment, population, poverty,
economic development, and the international legal and political order, New Forum Books seeks to explain--
not explain away--the difficult issues we face today.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Maddocks:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Virtue and the Making of Modern Liberalism
book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Gregory McKinney:

This Virtue and the Making of Modern Liberalism are reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this Virtue and the Making of Modern Liberalism can be among the
great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually
with information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring
it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Virtue and the Making of Modern Liberalism forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So ,
let's have it and revel in reading.

Ok Lord:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Virtue and the Making of Modern
Liberalism, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind
of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Cheryl Crockett:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book
that need more time to be read. Virtue and the Making of Modern Liberalism can be your answer since it can
be read by you who have those short time problems.
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