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In The Self-Organizing Social Mind, John Bolender proposes a new explanation for the forms of social
relations. He argues that the core of social-relational cognition exhibits beauty -- in the physicist's sense of
the word, associated with symmetry. Bolender describes a fundamental set of patterns in interpersonal
cognition, which account for the resulting structures of social life in terms of their symmetries and the
breaking of those symmetries. He further describes the symmetries of the four fundamental social relations
as ordered in a nested series akin to what one finds in the formation of a snowflake or spiral galaxy.
Symmetry breaking organizes the neural activity generating the cognitive models that structure our social
relationships.

Bolender's primary claim is that there exists a social pattern generator analogous to the central pattern
generators associated with locomotion in many animal species. Spontaneous symmetry breaking structures
the activity of the social pattern generator just as it does in central pattern generators.

Bolender's hypothesis that relational cognition results from self-organization is entirely novel, distinct from
other theories that describe sociality in terms of evolution or environment. It presents a picture of social-
relational cognition as resembling something inorganic. In doing so it reveals deep connections among
cognition, biology, and the inorganic world. One can go too far, he acknowledges, in taking a solely
dynamical view of the mind; the mind's innate functional complexity must be due to natural selection. But
this does not mean that every simple mental feature is the result of natural selection. By noting a descending
symmetry subgroup chain at the core of relational cognition, Bolender takes the first step in an important
investigation.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Salas:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled The Self-Organizing Social Mind (Bradford
Books) can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Christopher Thompson:

The book The Self-Organizing Social Mind (Bradford Books) has a lot associated with on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Curt Hall:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Self-Organizing Social Mind (Bradford
Books) guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating
skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt The Self-Organizing Social Mind (Bradford
Books) as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one book that can break
don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on
your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Susan Gaier:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be examine. The Self-Organizing Social Mind (Bradford Books) can be your answer because it
can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.
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