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From the patricians of the early republic to post-Reconstruction racial scientists, from fin de siecle
progressivist social reformers to post-war sociologists, character, that curiously formable yet equally
formidable 'stuff' has had a long and checkered history giving shape to the American national identity.
Bodies of Reform reconceives this pivotal category of nineteenth-century literature and culture by charting
the development of the concept of 'character' in the fictional genres, social reform movements, and political
cultures of the United States from the mid-nineteenth to the early-twentieth century. By reading novelists
such as Herman Melville, Mark Twain, Pauline Hopkins, and Charlotte Perkins Gilman alongside a diverse
collection of texts concerned with the mission of building character, including child-rearing guides, muscle-
building magazines, libel and naturalization law, Scout handbooks, and success manuals, James B. Salazar
uncovers how the cultural practices of representing character operated in tandem with the character-building
strategies of social reformers. His innovative reading of this archive offers a radical revision of this defining
category in U.S. literature and culture, arguing that character was the keystone of a cultural politics of
embodiment, a politics that played a critical role in determining-and contesting-the social mobility, political
authority, and cultural meaning of the raced and gendered body.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Gregory:

The particular book Bodies of Reform: The Rhetoric of Character in Gilded Age America (America and the
Long 19th Century) has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research before write this
book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Dale Perez:

Bodies of Reform: The Rhetoric of Character in Gilded Age America (America and the Long 19th Century)
can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide
has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining
however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Bodies of Reform: The Rhetoric of Character in Gilded Age America (America and
the Long 19th Century) nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Charles Jones:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Bodies of Reform: The Rhetoric of Character in Gilded Age America (America and the Long 19th Century)
provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Wanda Jacobsen:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Bodies of Reform: The Rhetoric of
Character in Gilded Age America (America and the Long 19th Century) to make your own personal reading
is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to
choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the publication
Bodies of Reform: The Rhetoric of Character in Gilded Age America (America and the Long 19th Century)
can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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