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In late nineteenth-century Mexico the Mexican populace was fascinated with the country’s booming railroad
network. Newspapers and periodicals were filled with art, poetry, literature, and social commentaries
exploring the symbolic power of the railroad. As a symbol of economic, political, and industrial
modernization, the locomotive served to demarcate a nation’s status in the world. However, the dangers of
locomotive travel, complicated by the fact that Mexico’s railroads were foreign owned and operated, meant
that the railroad could also symbolize disorder, death, and foreign domination.

In The Civilizing Machine Michael Matthews explores the ideological and cultural milieu that shaped the
Mexican people’s understanding of technology. Intrinsically tied to the Porfiriato, the thirty-five-year
dictatorship of Gen. Porfirio Díaz, the booming railroad network represented material progress in a country
seeking its place in the modern world. Matthews discloses how the railroad’s development represented the
crowning achievement of the regime and the material incarnation of its mantra, “order and progress.” The
Porfirian administration evoked the railroad in legitimizing and justifying its own reign, while political
opponents employed the same rhetorical themes embodied by the railroads to challenge the manner in which
that regime achieved economic development and modernization. As Matthews illustrates, the multiple
symbols of the locomotive reflected deepening social divisions and foreshadowed the conflicts that
eventually brought about the Mexican Revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Gore:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what
kind of book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual The Civilizing
Machine: A Cultural History of Mexican Railroads, 1876-1910 (The Mexican Experience) is kind of e-book
which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

James Goodman:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
The Civilizing Machine: A Cultural History of Mexican Railroads, 1876-1910 (The Mexican Experience),
you may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others,
make them reading a e-book.

Sylvia Kirby:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
long to reading a guide. The book The Civilizing Machine: A Cultural History of Mexican Railroads, 1876-
1910 (The Mexican Experience) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended
this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book
you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is
not to fund but this book features high quality.

Michael Palmateer:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Civilizing Machine: A
Cultural History of Mexican Railroads, 1876-1910 (The Mexican Experience) that give your pleasure
preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the



opportunity for people to know world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick The
Civilizing Machine: A Cultural History of Mexican Railroads, 1876-1910 (The Mexican Experience)
become your personal starter.
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