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During the formative period of Islam, in the first centuries after Muhammad's death, different ideas and
beliefs abounded. It was during this period of roughly three centuries that two particular intellectual
traditions emerged, Sunnism and Shi'ism. Sunni Muslims endorsed the historical caliphate, while Shi'i
Muslims, supporters of 'Ali, cousin of the Prophet and the fourth caliph, articulated their own distinctive
doctrines. The Sunni-Shi'i schism is often framed as a dispute over the identity of the successor to
Muhammad, whereas in reality, Sunni and Shi'i Muslims also differ on a number of seminal theological
doctrines concerning the nature of God and legitimate political and religious authority. This book examines
the development of Shi'i Islam through the lenses of belief, narrative, and memory. In an accessible yet
nuanced manner, it conceives of Shi'ism as a historical project undertaken by a segment of the early Muslim
community that felt dispossessed. This book also covers, for the first time in English, a wide range of Shi'i
communities from the demographically predominant Twelvers to the transnational Isma'ilis to the scholar-
activist Zaydis. The portrait of Shi'ism that emerges is that of a distinctive and vibrant community of
Muslims with a remarkable capacity for reinvention and adaptation, grounded in a unique theological
interpretation of Islam.
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From reader reviews:

Pam Wright:

The reserve untitled Shi'i Islam: An Introduction (Introduction to Religion) is the reserve that recommended
to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The language that
author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the
book, so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-
book of Shi'i Islam: An Introduction (Introduction to Religion) from the publisher to make you a lot more
enjoy free time.

Ruth Nicholson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Shi'i Islam: An Introduction (Introduction
to Religion) e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation Shi'i Islam: An
Introduction (Introduction to Religion) as good book not only by the cover but also with the content. This is
one e-book that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense
to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to
an additional sixth sense.

Edward Strode:

This Shi'i Islam: An Introduction (Introduction to Religion) is new way for you who has curiosity to look for
some information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more
you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this Shi'i Islam: An Introduction
(Introduction to Religion) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside that book is
easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why I
mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy
this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as
well as knowledge.

Marsha Young:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the book
Shi'i Islam: An Introduction (Introduction to Religion) we can get more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim.
Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book Shi'i Islam: An Introduction (Introduction to



Religion). You can more attractive than now.
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