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Nuns are hardly associated in the popular mind with rebellion and turmoil. In fact, convents have often been
the scenes of conflict, but what went on behind the walls of convents was meant by the church to be
mysterious. Great care was taken to prevent the "scandal" of factionalism in the nunneries from becoming
widely known. This has made it very difficult to reconstruct the battles fought, the issues debated, and the
relationships tested in such convents. Margaret Chowning has discovered a treasure-trove of documents that
allow an intimate look at two crises that wracked the convent of La Purísima Concepción in San Miguel el
Grande, New Spain (Mexico). At the heart of both rebellions were attempts by some nuns to impose a
regimen of strict observance of their vows on the others, and the resistance mounted by those who had a
different view of the convent and their own role in it. Would the community adopt as austere a lifestyle as
they could endure, doing manual labor, suffering hunger and physical discomfort, deprived of the society of
family and friends? Or would these women be allowed to lead comfortable and private lives when not at
prayer? Accusations and counteraccusations flew. First one side and then the other seemed to have the upper
hand. For a time, a mysterious and dramatic illness broke out among the rebellious nuns, capturing the
limelight. Were they faking? Were they unconsciously influenced by their ringleader, the charismatic and
manipulative young women who first experienced the "mal"? Rebellious Nuns covers the history of the
convent from its founding in 1752 to the forced eviction of the nuns in 1863. While the period of rebellion is
at the center of the narrative, Chowning also gives an account of the factors that led up to the crises and the
rebellion's continuing repercussions on the convent in the decades to follow. Drawing on an abundance of
sources, including numerous letters written by the bishop and local vicar as well as nuns of both factions,
Chowning is able to give us not just the voices but the personalities of the nuns and other actors. In this way
she makes it possible for us to empathize with all of them and to appreciate the complicated dynamics of
having committed your life not only to God but to your community.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Woodyard:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Rebellious Nuns: The Troubled History of a
Mexican Convent, 1752-1863 is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Jessie Taylor:

This Rebellious Nuns: The Troubled History of a Mexican Convent, 1752-1863 are generally reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this Rebellious Nuns: The Troubled
History of a Mexican Convent, 1752-1863 can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving
you more than just simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will
shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Rebellious Nuns: The
Troubled History of a Mexican Convent, 1752-1863 giving you an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Kevin Lemon:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be Rebellious Nuns: The Troubled History of a Mexican
Convent, 1752-1863 why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will
not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Charles Frye:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By book
Rebellious Nuns: The Troubled History of a Mexican Convent, 1752-1863 we can get more advantage. Don't
you to be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book Rebellious Nuns: The Troubled
History of a Mexican Convent, 1752-1863. You can more appealing than now.
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