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The goal of Foundations of Social Understanding: A Theory and Institutions Based Introduction to
Sociology, is to convey the essential aspects of Sociology, keeping the focus on the theoretical ideas that
form the backbone of the discipline. This book fills a niche for instructors and students who wish to have a
rigorously presented, yet low-cost text that covers essential aspects of the field.

The Burns, Kick and Paz text is distinctive in the density of material it covers. The authors move beyond the
tiresome debates about which theoretical position is “really” correct and which is wrong. The guiding
philosophy is that the discipline of sociology has a strong and integrated core. While no theory explains
everything, each of those presented does well at shedding light on something. Part of what needs to be
considered in conjunction with the study of theory is the question of what domain of social reality it is most
useful at explaining.

The very core of a discipline is the theories it has developed. For better or worse, the discipline of Sociology
has spawned a sometimes dizzying array of studies, empirical and otherwise. These are necessary, but not
sufficient, to have a rich and worthwhile discipline, and one that offers insight into the human condition.
Theories—the worthwhile ones--come about more slowly. Theory is not about what happened in the latest
studies. It is born of hard-won insight, sometimes over the course of years or decades, or even lifetimes.

Rather than treating theory as if it were a sub-discipline of Sociology, the authors see the theories of
Sociology as the backbone of the discipline itself. Thus, they focus on theoretical development throughout
the text, so that students, from the very first day they begin to study Sociology, have access to this powerful
set of tools in their foundational understanding of society.

The authors have produced a book that appeals to the intelligence and sociological imagination of serious
students and their teachers. Our approach is to offer students a “cognitive map” of the field in a scholarly, yet
straightforward, way. The guiding philosophy is that Sociology, particularly when considering it through the
framework of the theory that underpins it, is not only a worthwhile avenue of inquiry; it is endlessly
fascinating in its own right.

Read what prior students have had to say:

“The book encourages critical thinking. It goes into depth in the theories. The theories are valid for
explaining current events. I’ve learned so much from this course it’s astonishing.”

“I really REALLY liked this class, and I’d definitely recommend it to anyone... I’d like to take more SOC
classes now. The material assigned was not only relevant, but it was actually interesting.”

“The book in this course was very helpful in understanding the society that we live in. It taught a wide range
of material in a short time. It gave a lot of complexity, while at the same time being able to follow.”



“Great book…It was very interesting, well organized, and applied to real life! The wide range of theories
gave us a lot of leeway to study topics that specifically interested us. This course really made me enjoy
studying… I’m seriously looking into Sociology as a major or minor now.”
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From reader reviews:

Tracie Berry:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Foundations of Social Understanding: A Theory and Institutions Based
Introduction to Sociology book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of Foundations of Social Understanding: A Theory and
Institutions Based Introduction to Sociology content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless
thinking Foundations of Social Understanding: A Theory and Institutions Based Introduction to Sociology is
not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Adeline Bonds:

Often the book Foundations of Social Understanding: A Theory and Institutions Based Introduction to
Sociology has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. That
book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Joey Mendoza:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Foundations of Social Understanding: A Theory and Institutions Based Introduction to Sociology
your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe
unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve
then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The
Foundations of Social Understanding: A Theory and Institutions Based Introduction to Sociology giving you
one more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life in
this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will
likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Jennifer Buster:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. With this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for the
Foundations of Social Understanding: A Theory and Institutions Based Introduction to Sociology when you



necessary it?
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