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Since its identification in 1981, the rhetorical presidency has drawn both defenders and critics. Chief among
those critical of the practice is political theorist Jeffrey K. Tulis, whose 1987 book, The Rhetorical
Presidency, helped popularize the construct and set forth a sustained analysis of the baleful effects that have
allegedly accompanied the shift from a “constitutional” presidency to a “rhetorical” one.

Tulis locates this shift in the presidencies of Theodore Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson, arguing that the
rhetorical presidency is a twentieth-century phenomenon. Yet not all scholars agree with this assessment.
Before the Rhetorical Presidency is an attempt to investigate how U.S. presidents in the nineteenth century
communicated with their publics, both congressional and popular.

In part 1, Martin J. Medhurst, Mel Laracey, Jeffrey K. Tulis, and Stephen E. Lucas set forth differing
perspectives on how the rhetorical presidency ought to be understood and evaluated. In part 2, eleven
scholars of nineteenth-century presidential rhetoric investigate the presidencies of Martin Van Buren, John
Tyler, James K. Polk, Franklin Pierce, James Buchanan, Andrew Johnson, Ulysses S. Grant, Rutherford B.
Hayes, Benjamin Harrison, Grover Cleveland, and William McKinley.

As the first volume ever to focus on nineteenth-century presidents from a rhetorical perspective, Before the
Rhetorical Presidency examines administrations, policies, and events that have never before been subjected
to rhetorical analysis. The sometimes startling outcomes of these investigations reveal the need for
continuing debate over the nature, practices, and effects of the rhetorical presidency.

In a brief afterword, Medhurst raises eight challenges to the original formulation of the rhetorical presidency
and in so doing sets forth an agenda for future studies.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Rubio:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important normally. The book Before the Rhetorical Presidency (Presidential Rhetoric and
Political Communication) was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication Before the Rhetorical Presidency
(Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication) is not only giving you a lot more new information but
also to get your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship with all the book Before the Rhetorical Presidency (Presidential
Rhetoric and Political Communication). You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some
books.

Andrew Hulbert:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
when those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Before the Rhetorical Presidency (Presidential Rhetoric
and Political Communication) as your daily resource information.

Ronald Griffin:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this
Before the Rhetorical Presidency (Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication).

Eduardo Fernandez:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare time
coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read is Before the
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