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During the 1850s and early 1860s, Iowa, the westernmost free state bordering a slave state, stood as a
bulwark of antislavery sentiment while the decades-long struggle over slavery shifted westward. On its
southern border lay Missouri, the northernmost slaveholding state. To its west was the Kansas-Nebraska
Territory, where proslavery and antislavery militias battled. Missouri slaves fled to Iowa seeking freedom,
finding opponents of slavery who risked their lives and livelihoods to help them, as well as bounty hunters
who forced them back into bondage. When opponents of slavery streamed west across the state’s broad
prairies to prevent slaveholders from dominating Kansas, Iowans fed, housed, and armed the antislavery
settlers. Not a few young Iowa men also took up arms.
In Necessary Courage, historian Lowell J. Soike details long-forgotten stories of determined runaways and
the courageous Iowans who acted as conductors on this most dangerous of railroads—the underground
railroad. Alexander Clark, an African American businessman in Muscatine, hid a young fugitive in his house
to protect him from slavecatchers while he fought for his freedom in the courts. While keeping antislavery
newspapers fully apprised of the battle against human bondage in western Iowa, Elvira Gaston Platt drove a
wagon full of fugitives to the next safe house under the noses of her proslavery neighbors. John Brown,
fleeing across Iowa with a price on his head for the murders of proslavery Kansas settlers, relied on Iowans
like Josiah Grinnell and William Penn Clarke to keep him, his men, and the twelve Missouri slaves they had
liberated hidden from the authorities. Several young Iowans went on to fight alongside Brown at Harpers
Ferry. These stories and many more are told here.
A suspenseful and often heartbreaking tale of desperation, courage, cunning, and betrayal, this book reveals
the critical role that Iowans played in the struggle against slavery and the coming of the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Thomas:

Here thing why this particular Necessary Courage: Iowa's Underground Railroad in the Struggle against
Slavery (Iowa and the Midwest Experience) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading
through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as tasty as food or
not. Necessary Courage: Iowa's Underground Railroad in the Struggle against Slavery (Iowa and the
Midwest Experience) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication out
there but there is no publication that similar with Necessary Courage: Iowa's Underground Railroad in the
Struggle against Slavery (Iowa and the Midwest Experience). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up
your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is probably can be happened
around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train.
Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Necessary Courage:
Iowa's Underground Railroad in the Struggle against Slavery (Iowa and the Midwest Experience) in e-book
can be your substitute.

Douglas Stevens:

The particular book Necessary Courage: Iowa's Underground Railroad in the Struggle against Slavery (Iowa
and the Midwest Experience) has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you
can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research
before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over
this book.

Shawn Mathison:

The book untitled Necessary Courage: Iowa's Underground Railroad in the Struggle against Slavery (Iowa
and the Midwest Experience) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy
technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it.
The book was published by famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. It is
easy to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book
with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as
order it. Have a nice examine.

Lisa Williams:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. In this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
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