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“[Andrew Levy] brings a literary sensibility to the study of history, and has written a richly complex book,
one that transcends Carter’s story to consider larger questions of individual morality and national memory.”
–The New York Times Book Review

In 1791, Robert Carter III, a pillar of Virginia’s Colonial aristocracy, broke with his peers by arranging the
freedom of his nearly five hundred slaves. It would be the largest single act of liberation in the history of
American slavery before the Emancipation Proclamation. Despite this courageous move–or perhaps because
of it–Carter’s name has all but vanished from the annals of American history. In this haunting, brilliantly
original work, Andrew Levy explores the confluence of circumstance, conviction, war, and emotion that led
to Carter’s extraordinary act.

As Levy points out, Carter was not the only humane master, nor the sole partisan of emancipation, in that
freedom-loving age. So why did he dare to do what other visionary slave owners only dreamed of? In
answering this question, Levy reveals the unspoken passions that divided Carter from others of his class, and
the religious conversion that enabled him to see his black slaves in a new light. Drawing on years of
painstaking research and written with grace and fire, The First Emancipator is an astonishing, challenging,
and ultimately inspiring book.

“A vivid narrative of the future emancipator’s evolution.”
–The Washington Post Book World

“Highly recommended . . . a truly remarkable story about an eccentric American hero and visionary . . .
should be standard reading for anyone with an interest in American history.”
–Library Journal (starred review)

“Absorbing. . . Well researched and thoroughly fascinating, this forgotten history will appeal to readers
interested in the complexities of American slavery.”
–Booklist (starred review)
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From reader reviews:

Eunice Bosse:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something
that they don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The First Emancipator:
Slavery, Religion, and the Quiet Revolution of Robert Carter. All type of book are you able to see on many
methods. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Valerie Wright:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be consider while those
information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which one
is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take The First Emancipator: Slavery, Religion, and the Quiet Revolution of
Robert Carter as the daily resource information.

Katrina White:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer could be The First Emancipator: Slavery, Religion, and the Quiet Revolution
of Robert Carter why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Carl Brinkley:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By the book The First Emancipator: Slavery, Religion, and the Quiet Revolution of Robert Carter we
can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a
book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at
this time book The First Emancipator: Slavery, Religion, and the Quiet Revolution of Robert Carter. You can
more appealing than now.
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