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Mirage of the Saracen analyzes the growth of monasticism and Christian settlements in the Sinai Peninsula
through the early seventh century C.E. Walter D. Ward examines the ways in which Christian monks
justified occupying the Sinai through creating associations between Biblical narratives and Sinai sites while
assigning uncivilized, negative, and oppositional traits to the indigenous nomadic population, whom the
Christians pejoratively called “Saracens.” By writing edifying tales of hostile nomads and the ensuing
martyrdom of the monks, Christians not only reinforced their claims to the spiritual benefits of asceticism but
also provoked the Roman authorities to enhance defense of pilgrimage routes to the Sinai. When Muslim
armies later began conquering the Middle East, Christians also labeled these new conquerors as Saracens,
connecting Muslims to these pre-Islamic representations. This timely and relevant work builds a historical
account of interreligious encounters in the ancient world, showing the Sinai as a crucible for forging long-
lasting images of both Christians and Muslims, some of which endure today.
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From reader reviews:

Carl Strum:

This book untitled Mirage of the Saracen: Christians and Nomads in the Sinai Peninsula in Late Antiquity
(Transformation of the Classical Heritage) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is
because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of
book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no
reason for you to past this book from your list.

Corene Albert:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Mirage of the Saracen: Christians and Nomads in the Sinai Peninsula in Late Antiquity (Transformation of
the Classical Heritage) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a
e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The
Mirage of the Saracen: Christians and Nomads in the Sinai Peninsula in Late Antiquity (Transformation of
the Classical Heritage) giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you
useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body
and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try
this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Donna Macdonald:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Mirage of the Saracen: Christians and
Nomads in the Sinai Peninsula in Late Antiquity (Transformation of the Classical Heritage) is simple to
develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have much space to
bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can
save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Lawrence Sawyer:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Mirage of the Saracen:
Christians and Nomads in the Sinai Peninsula in Late Antiquity (Transformation of the Classical Heritage)
which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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