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Animal sacrifice has been critical to the study of ancient Mediterranean religions since the nineteenth
century. Recently, two theories have dominated the subject of sacrifice: the psychological and ethological
approach of Walter Burkert and the sociological and cultural approach of Jean-Pierre Vernant and Marcel
Detienne. These writers have argued that sacrifice allays feelings of guilt at the slaughter of sacrificial
animals and that it promotes solidarity. None of them leaves much room for the role of priests or gods, or
compares animal sacrifice to other oblations offered to the gods. F. S. Naiden redresses the omission of these
features to show that, far from being an attempt to assuage guilt or foster solidarity, animal sacrifice is an
attempt to make contact with a divine being, and that it is so important-and perceived to be so risky-for the
worshippers that it becomes subject to regulations of unequaled extent and complexity. Smoke Signals for the
Gods addresses these regulations as well as literary texts, while drawing on recent archaeological work on
faunal remains. It also seeks to explain how mistaken views of sacrifice arose, and traces them as far back as
early Christianity. This many-sided study provides a new picture of ancient Greek animal sacrifice and of the
religion of which sacrifice was a part.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Macdonald:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Smoke Signals for
the Gods: Ancient Greek Sacrifice from the Archaic through Roman Periods is kind of e-book which is
giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Leslie Martin:

The guide untitled Smoke Signals for the Gods: Ancient Greek Sacrifice from the Archaic through Roman
Periods is the e-book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that
will be shown to a person. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Smoke Signals for
the Gods: Ancient Greek Sacrifice from the Archaic through Roman Periods from the publisher to make you
much more enjoy free time.

Anna Snyder:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled Smoke
Signals for the Gods: Ancient Greek Sacrifice from the Archaic through Roman Periods your head will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one application
form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before. The Smoke Signals for the Gods: Ancient
Greek Sacrifice from the Archaic through Roman Periods giving you another experience more than blown
away your thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are
finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Dollie Simmons:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Amount
types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Smoke Signals for the Gods: Ancient
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