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Familiar Strangers tells the story of a remarkably successful group of ethnic outsiders at the heart of Soviet
empire and, in so doing, reinterprets the course of modern Russian and Soviet history. While past scholars
have portrayed the Soviet Union as a Russian-led empire composed of separate national republics, Erik R.
Scott draws on untapped archival documents in multiple languages to make the case that it was actually an
empire of diasporas, forged through the mixing of a diverse array of nationalities. Concealed behind external
Soviet borders, internal diasporas from the Soviet republics migrated throughout the socialist empire, leaving
their mark on its politics, culture, and economics.

Among the Soviet Union's internal diasporas, the Georgians were arguably the most prominent group. The
roles they played in the Soviet empire's evolution illuminate the opportunities as well as the limitations of the
Bolshevik Revolution for ethnic minorities. Georgian revolutionaries accompanied Stalin in his rise to power
and helped build the socialist state; Georgian culinary specialists contributed the dishes and rituals that
defined Soviet dining habits; Georgian cultural entrepreneurs perfected a flamboyant repertoire that spoke
for a multiethnic society on stage and screen; Georgian traders thrived in the Soviet Union's burgeoning
informal economy; and Georgian intellectuals explored the furthest limits of allowable expression, ultimately
calling into question the legitimacy of Soviet power.

Looking at the rise and fall of the Soviet Union from a Georgian perspective, this book moves past the
typical divide between center and periphery, and colonizer and colonized, that guides most scholarship on
empire. Arguing for a new theory of diaspora, it offers a new way of thinking about the experience of
minorities in multiethnic states, with implications far beyond the imperial borders of Russia and Eurasia.
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From reader reviews:

Orlando Bush:

This Familiar Strangers: The Georgian Diaspora and the Evolution of Soviet Empire book is not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. This Familiar Strangers: The Georgian Diaspora and the Evolution of Soviet
Empire without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing.
Don't possibly be worry Familiar Strangers: The Georgian Diaspora and the Evolution of Soviet Empire can
bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in
the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Familiar Strangers: The Georgian Diaspora and the Evolution of
Soviet Empire having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

David Munsch:

Familiar Strangers: The Georgian Diaspora and the Evolution of Soviet Empire can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary
that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering
the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing
Familiar Strangers: The Georgian Diaspora and the Evolution of Soviet Empire yet doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of
it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Erik Hilyard:

You can obtain this Familiar Strangers: The Georgian Diaspora and the Evolution of Soviet Empire by go to
the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for
the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy
this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your publication. It
is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.

Keri Lo:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and Familiar Strangers: The Georgian Diaspora and the
Evolution of Soviet Empire or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or



perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside
science book, any other book likes Familiar Strangers: The Georgian Diaspora and the Evolution of Soviet
Empire to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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