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There, a few thousand students are learning not just to read and write and add, but to question, criticize,
make provocative art. To sing, poke fun at one another, to protest. The Teacher named the school "Marefat"
because it means "knowledge" but also all its derivatives: "wisdom;" "education;" "intellect;" "awareness."

Under the protection of foreign forces, a special place has flourished in Afghanistan. The Marefat School is
an award-winning institution in the Western slums of Kabul, built by one of the country's most vulnerable
minority groups, the Hazara. Marefat educates both girls and boys, embraces the arts, and teaches students to
question the world around them, interrogate their leaders, and be active citizens in their quickly-changing
country. As the United States withdraws from Afghanistan, this community is left behind, unprotected.

Acclaimed journalist Jeffrey E. Stern explores the stakes of war through the eyes of those touched by
Marefat: Aziz Royesh, the school's daring founder and leader; a mother of five who finds freedom in
literacy; a clever mechanic; a self-taught astronomer; the school's security director; and several intrepid
students who carry Marefat's mission to the streets. We see how Marefat has embraced the U.S. and
blossomed under its presence; and how much it stands to lose when that protection disappears.

The Last Thousand tells the story of what we leave behind when our foreign wars end, presenting the
promise, as well as the peril, of our military adventure abroad. Stern presents a nuanced and fascinating
portrait of the complex history of Afghanistan, American occupation, and the ways in which one community
rallies together in compelling, heartbreaking, and inspiring detail.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Tuttle:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Last Thousand: One School's Promise in a Nation at
War as the daily resource information.

Juanita Jones:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The Last
Thousand: One School's Promise in a Nation at War, you may tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

William McClanahan:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for
book like comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving The Last Thousand: One
School's Promise in a Nation at War that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably
better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who
want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Last Thousand: One School's
Promise in a Nation at War become your own starter.

Fred Prentice:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Last Thousand: One School's Promise
in a Nation at War can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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