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This volume is the first to present Wordsworth's great poem in all three of its forms. It reprints, on
facing pages, the version of The Prelude that was completed in 1805, together with the much-revised
work published after the poets death in 1850. In addition, the editors include the two-part version of
the poem, composed in 1798-99. Each of these poems possesses distinctive qualities and values; to read
them together provides an incomparable chance to observe a great poet composing and re-composing,
throughout a long life, his major work.

There are no fewer than seventeen manuscripts of The Prelude in the Wordsworth library at Grasmere.
Working with these materials, the editors have prepared an accurate reading version of 1799 and have newly
edited from manuscripts the texts of 1805 and 1850?thus freeing the latter poem from the unwarranted
alterations made by Wordsworth's literary executors. The editors also provide a text of MS. JJ (Wordsworth's
earliest drafts for parts of The Prelude) as well as transcriptions of other important passages in manuscript
which Wordsworth failed to include in any fair copy of his poem. The texts are fully annotated, and the notes
for all three versions of The Prelude are arranged so that each version may be read independently. The
editors provide a concise history of the texts and describe the principles by which each has been transcribed
from the manuscripts.

There are many other aids for a thorough study of The Prelude and its background. A chronological table
enables the reader to contextualize the biographical and historical allusions in the texts and footnotes.

"References to The Prelude in Process" presents the relevant allusions to the poem, by Wordsworth and by
members of his circle, from 1799 to 1850. Another section, "Early Reception," reprints significant comments
on the published version of 1850 by readers and reviewers.

Finally, there are seven critical essays by Jonathan Wordsworth, M. H. Abrams, Geoffrey H. Hartman,
Richard J. Onorato, William Empson, Herbert Lindenberger, and W. B. Gallie.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Fox:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you will want this The Prelude: 1799, 1805, 1850 (Norton Critical Editions).

Christina Fitts:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Prelude: 1799, 1805, 1850
(Norton Critical Editions). All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

Jewell Brundage:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have
read is definitely The Prelude: 1799, 1805, 1850 (Norton Critical Editions).

Joshua Poulson:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking The Prelude: 1799, 1805, 1850
(Norton Critical Editions) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then how
they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading
as your good habit, you may pick The Prelude: 1799, 1805, 1850 (Norton Critical Editions) become your
starter.
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