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The Cradle of Humanity: Prehistoric Art and Culture collects essays and lectures by Georges Bataille
spanning 30 years of research in anthropology, comparative religion, aesthetics, and philosophy. These were
neither idle nor idyllic years; the discovery of Lascaux in 1940 coincides with the bloodiest war in history --
with new machines of death, Auschwitz, and Hiroshima. Bataille's reflections on the possible origins of
humanity coincide with the intensified threat of its possible extinction.For Bataille, prehistory is universal
history; it is the history of a human community prior to its fall into separation, into nations and races. The art
of prehistory offers the earliest traces of nascent yet fully human consciousness -- of consciousness not yet
fully separated from natural flora and fauna, or from the energetic forces of the universe. A play of identities,
the art of prehistory is the art of a consciousness struggling against itself, of a human spirit struggling against
brute animal physicality. Prehistory is the cradle of humanity, the birth of tragedy.Bataille reaches beyond
disciplinary specializations to imagine a moment when thought was universal. Bataille's work provides a
model for interdisciplinary inquiry in our own day, a universal imagination and thought for our own potential
community. The Cradle of Humanity: Prehistoric Art and Culture speaks to philosophers and historians of
thought, to anthropologists interested in the history of their discipline and in new methodologies, to
theologians and religious comparatists interested in the origins and nature of man's encounter with the
sacred, and to art historians and aestheticians grappling with the place of prehistory in the canons of art.
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From reader reviews:

Connie Simpson:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important for us. The book The Cradle of Humanity: Prehistoric Art and Culture ended up being
making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The reserve The Cradle of Humanity: Prehistoric Art and Culture is not only giving you
a lot more new information but also being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal
spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book The Cradle of Humanity:
Prehistoric Art and Culture. You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Richard Simpson:

The event that you get from The Cradle of Humanity: Prehistoric Art and Culture will be the more deep you
excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to know but The Cradle of Humanity: Prehistoric Art and Culture giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood
by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of
book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this The Cradle of
Humanity: Prehistoric Art and Culture instantly.

Bette Morgan:

Why? Because this The Cradle of Humanity: Prehistoric Art and Culture is an unordinary book that the
inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Mamie Donnelly:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book The Cradle of Humanity: Prehistoric Art and Culture
was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Cradle of Humanity:
Prehistoric Art and Culture has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or
Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best
book for you and try to like reading that.
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