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In John Updike’s second collection of assorted prose he comes into his own as a book reviewer; most of the
pieces picked up here were first published in The New Yorker in the 1960s and early ’70s. If one word could
sum up the young critic’s approach to books and their authors it would be “generosity”: “Better to praise and
share,” he says in his Foreword, “than to blame and ban.” And so he follows his enthusiasms, which prove
both deserving and infectious: Kierkegaard, Proust, Joyce, Dostoevsky, and Hamsun among the classics;
Borges, Nabokov, Grass, Bellow, Cheever, and Jong among the contemporaries. Here too are meditations on
Satan and cemeteries, travel essays on London and Anguilla, three very early “golf dreams,” and one big
interview. Picked-Up Pieces is a glittering treasury for every reader who likes life, books, wit—and John
Updike.
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From reader reviews:

Brooke Jenkins:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Picked-Up Pieces: Essays book is readable by means of you who
hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving Picked-Up
Pieces: Essays content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking Picked-Up
Pieces: Essays is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Henry Brown:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this Picked-Up
Pieces: Essays.

Douglas Johnson:

Beside this kind of Picked-Up Pieces: Essays in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the
new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
Picked-Up Pieces: Essays because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book
but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within
your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from currently!

Sandra Black:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
soul or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for
you. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Picked-Up Pieces: Essays can make you really feel more interested to
read.
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