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European cultural history is inextricably linked to the presence of monasteries, especially during the Middle
Ages. In addition to serving as religious refuges, monasteries provided sanctuary for the pursuits of art,
education, science, and book production. This lavishly illustrated book traces the development of the art and
architecture of these important buildings, from early Carolingian examples in the eighth century to a modern
structure by Le Corbusier in 1960.This unsurpassed survey offers a fresh chronicle of a largely overlooked
subject and hundreds of marvelous images, many of them newly photographed, of more than 150 of the most
interesting and best preserved monasteries in Spain, Portugal, France, Great Britain, Germany, Switzerland,
Austria, Poland, the Czech Republic, and Italy — all of which are accessible to visitors. Here are unique
views of the art and architecture of such treasured places as Mont St. Michel, a wondrous Benedictine
sanctuary off the coast of Brittany, and the fabled pilgrimage site in Assisi founded by St. Francis.In an
insightful text the author describes the cultural heritage of each of the monasteries portrayed and provides an
introduction to monasticism and to the various orders dating from the early Christian era to the present. In
addition, the volume offers plans of the sites, a glossary, and a bibliography. Historians and collectors of
great books of art history will be intrigued by this unsurpassed collection of photographs and fascinating
account of the artistic glory of European monasteries.
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From reader reviews:

Andria Miguel:

The book Great Monasteries of Europe give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to
make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book Great Monasteries of Europe to get
your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a book Great
Monasteries of Europe. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Thomas Pilcher:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while
is reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Great Monasteries of Europe
book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Ashley Johnson:

The guide with title Great Monasteries of Europe has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can
get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-
book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the syndication. You can read
the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Harold Thompson:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or
real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Great Monasteries of Europe can make you really feel more interested to read.
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