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This book examines the meteoric rise of Sweden as the pre-eminent military power in Europe during the
Thirty Years War during the 1600's, and then follows its line of warrior kings into the next century until the
Swedes finally meet their demise, in an overreach into the vastness of Russia.

A small Scandinavian nation, with at most one and a half million people and scant internal resources of its
own, there was small logic to how Sweden could become the dominant power on the Continent. That
Sweden achieved this was due to its leadership—a case-study in history when pure military skill, and that
alone, could override the demographic and economic factors which have in modern times been termed so
pre-eminent.

Once Protestantism emerged, via Martin Luther, the most devastating war in European history ensued, as the
Holy Roman Empire sought to reassert its authority by force. Into this bloody maelstrom stepped Gustav
Adolf of Sweden, a brilliant tactician and strategist, who with his finely honed Swedish legions proceeded to
establish a new authority in northern Europe. Gustav, as brave as he was brilliant, was finally killed while
leading a cavalry charge at the Battle of Lützen.

He had innovated, however, tactics and weaponry that put his successors in good stead, as Sweden remained
a great power, rivaled only by France and Spain in terms of territory in Europe.

And then one of his successors, Karl XII, turned out to be just as great a military genius as Gustav himself,
and as the year 1700 arrived, Swedish armies once more burst out in all directions. Karl, like Gustav,
assumed the throne while still a teenager, but immediately displayed so much acumen, daring and skill that
chroniclers could only compare him, like Gustav, to Alexander the Great.

This book examines thoroughly, yet in highly readable fashion, the century during which Swedish military
power set an example for all Europe. While the Continent was most visibly divided along religious
lines—Catholic versus Protestant—geopolitical motives always underlied the conflicts. Sweden’s reliance on
its military skill was especially noteworthy, as it veritably founded the modern concept of making wars pay
through conquest.

Karl XII finally let his ambitions lead him too far, as did Napoleon and Hitler in following centuries, into the
vastness of the nascent Russian Empire, where he was finally defeated, at Poltava in Ukraine. Thus the
period of Swedish supremacy in Europe came to a close, albeit not without leaving important lessons behind.
In this work, by renowned author Henrik O. Lunde, these are clearly to be seen.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Caron:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading a book, we give you that A Warrior Dynasty: The Rise and Decline of
Sweden as a Military Superpower book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Lorenza Jones:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this A Warrior Dynasty: The
Rise and Decline of Sweden as a Military Superpower book as this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Joyce Hazel:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This A Warrior Dynasty: The Rise and
Decline of Sweden as a Military Superpower is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual
e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Thomas Burke:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like A Warrior Dynasty: The Rise and
Decline of Sweden as a Military Superpower which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's notice.
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