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Philoxenos of Mabbug (c. 440-523) was a prolific late-antique theologian and polemicist who produced the
largest literary corpus to have survived in Syriac. He earned a reputation as the leading Syriac opponent of
the Council of Chalcedon (451) and its two-nature Christology. In The Practical Christology of Philoxenos
of Mabbug, David A. Michelson offers a new interpretation of Philoxenos' one-nature Christology by
interpreting the post-Chalcedonian doctrinal disputes through a holistic analysis of Philoxenos' life and
works. Michelson's exploration of the entire Philoxenian corpus reveals a miaphysite perspective on the
Christological controversies in which the intellectual clash was not primarily over defining doctrine. As a
metropolitan bishop, sponsor of a revised New Testament, and monastic theologian, Philoxenos was
principally concerned with matters of Christian praxis and the ascetic pursuit of divine knowledge. This book
shows how he opposed Chalcedonian Christology because he was convinced its 'intellectual' theological
method was inimical to the mystical pursuit of divine knowledge through liturgical and ascetic practice.
Philoxenos' polemical engagement drew upon a theological epistemology that he had adapted from late-
Nicene theologians including Ephrem, the Cappadocians, and Evagrius. Philoxenos argued that divine
knowledge was not to be achieved through human understanding or doctrinal inquiry. Instead, true divine
knowledge was attained through practice, specifically contemplation, reading of scripture, participation in
the liturgical mysteries, and ascetic discipline. Michelson considers each of these practices in turn to show
how Philoxenos contextualized opposition to Chalcedon as part of a larger vision of ascetic and spiritual
struggle. In short, for Philoxenos the doctrinally recondite conflict over Christology was foremost a practical
matter.
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From reader reviews:

Leta Welter:

This The Practical Christology of Philoxenos of Mabbug (Oxford Early Christian Studies) are reliable for
you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Practical
Christology of Philoxenos of Mabbug (Oxford Early Christian Studies) can be one of several great books
you must have is usually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information
that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Practical
Christology of Philoxenos of Mabbug (Oxford Early Christian Studies) forcing you to have an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your
day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Beverly Ingram:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world
can certainly share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their
reader with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also
they write about the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try
to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of
them is this The Practical Christology of Philoxenos of Mabbug (Oxford Early Christian Studies).

Robert McKay:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Practical Christology of
Philoxenos of Mabbug (Oxford Early Christian Studies), you are able to enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout
guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Jeremy Gable:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you.



As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this The Practical Christology of Philoxenos of Mabbug (Oxford Early
Christian Studies) can make you feel more interested to read.
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