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In the last two decades of the nineteenth century, Americans were faced with the challenges and uncertainties
of anew era. The comfortable Victorian values of continuity, progress, and order clashed with the unsettling
modern notions of constant change, relative truth, and chaos. Attempting to embrace the intellectual
challenges of modernism, American thinkers of the day were yet reluctant to welcome the wholesale
rejection of the past and destruction of traditional values.

In Reluctant Moder nism: American Thought and Culture, 1880-1900, George Cotkin surveys the intellectual
life of this crucial transitional period. His story begins with the Darwinian controversies, since the
mainstream of American culture was just beginning to come to grips with the implications of the Origins of
SFpecies, published in 1859. Cotkin demonstrates the effects of this shift in thinking on philosophy,
anthropology, and the newly developing field of psychology. Drawing on his extensive knowledge of these
fields, he explains clearly and concisely the essential tenets of such major thinkers and writers as William
James, Franz Boas, Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Henry Adams, and Kate Chopin. Throughout this fascinating,
readable history of the American fin de siecle run the contrasting themes of continuity and change, faith and
rationalism, despair over the meaninglessness of life and, ultimately, a guarded optimism about the future.
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From reader reviews:
LeeFlynn:

The book Reluctant Modernism: American Thought and Culture, 1880-1900 can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a
book Reluctant Modernism: American Thought and Culture, 1880-1900? A number of you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many detailsfor us. It is absolutely right. Right
now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you
may share al of these. Book Reluctant Modernism: American Thought and Culture, 1880-1900 has simple
shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world
by open and read abook. So it is very wonderful.

Michael Jones:

Precisely why? Because this Reluctant Modernism: American Thought and Culture, 1880-1900 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the
secret the ideainside. Reading this book closeto it was fantastic author who write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you alot of benefits than the other book have got such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , till want to hold up having that book? I
| were you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Donald Sigman:

Y ou may spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Reluctant Modernism: American
Thought and Culture, 1880-1900 is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. Y ou can save typically the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Michael Brown:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to help year. Aswe know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Reluctant Modernism: American Thought and Culture, 1880-1900 we can consider more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose
the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book
Reluctant Modernism: American Thought and Culture, 1880-1900. Y ou can more attractive than now.
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