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Ireland boasts one of the Europe's oldest and most vibrant mythologies, a tradition as powerful and
compelling as that of ancient Greece. This dictionary, the latest addition to the Oxford Reference series,
offers hundreds of fascinating entries covering everything from legendary beings, events, and places to
topics and concepts of historical importance. They range from brief definitions of words such as "Fé" (an
aspen rod used for measuring corpses and graves) to multi-page explanations of terms like "Druid" and
"Celt."
Between the covers of this book we meet some of the most celebrated of Irish heroes and heroines, such as
Fionn Mac Cumhail (Finn MacCool in English) and the beautiful and tragic Deirdre of the Sorrows. We visit
Fec's Pool (where dwelt the Salmon of Knowledge), witness the Battle of Tailltinn, feel the awesome power
of the ocean-god Lir, and find ourselves lost in a wonderful world of fairies, dragons, magical weapons, and
mystical charms. We learn too about the Fenian Cycl (a group of tales that achieved great popularity in the
Middle Ages), the practice of ancient Irish medicine, and the poets thought to have composed many of the
surviving myths (such as Neide, a bard whose poetry was reputedly revealed to him by talking waves at the
seaside).
A Dictionary of Irish Mythology also includes an invaluable introduction that places the subject in historical
context, tracing the influence of Irish mythology through the ages. From the attempts of early Christians to
make it conform to New Testament tenets, through the revival of interest among the Romantics of the early
19th century, to the poems of W.B. Yeats a century later and the fantasy literature still popular today
("Conan the Barbarian" is a direct descendant of the Irish tradition), Ellis reveals Irish mythology in all of its
rich and varied manifestations.
With its lively and absorbing entries, its easy accessibility, and its abundant cross-referencing, this guide
offers readers an immediate reference to the many aspects of Irish mythology that make it as as enjoyable
and exciting today as it was in the Irish Dark Ages.
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From reader reviews:

Beatrice Pearson:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book called
Dictionary of Irish Mythology? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend
your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you
have different opinion?

Arlene Oliver:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Close to that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Dictionary of Irish Mythology will make you to be
smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think
in which open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like
that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Catherine Estey:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand
than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Dictionary of
Irish Mythology book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Rosalie Castillo:

You can find this Dictionary of Irish Mythology by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book
simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for
you.
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