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On a winter day in 1892, in the broad daylight of downtown Memphis, Tennessee, a middle class woman
named Alice Mitchell slashed the throat of her lover, Freda Ward, killing her instantly. Local, national, and
international newspapers, medical and scientific publications, and popular fiction writers all clamored to
cover the ensuing “girl lovers” murder trial. Lisa Duggan locates in this sensationalized event the emergence
of the lesbian in U.S. mass culture and shows how newly “modern” notions of normality and morality that
arose from such cases still haunt and distort lesbian and gay politics to the present day.
Situating this story alongside simultaneously circulating lynching narratives (and its resistant versions, such
as those of Memphis antilynching activist Ida B. Wells) Duggan reveals how stories of sex and violence
were crucial to the development of American modernity. While careful to point out the differences between
the public reigns of terror that led to many lynchings and the rarer instances of the murder of one woman by
another privately motivated woman, Duggan asserts that dominant versions of both sets of stories contributed
to the marginalization of African Americans and women while solidifying a distinctly white, male,
heterosexual form of American citizenship. Having explored the role of turn-of-the-century print
media—and in particular their tendency toward sensationalism—Duggan moves next to a review of sexology
literature and to novels, most notably Radclyffe Hall’s The Well of Loneliness. Sapphic Slashers concludes
with two appendices, one of which presents a detailed summary of Ward’s murder, the trial, and Mitchell’s
eventual institutionalization. The other presents transcriptions of letters exchanged between the two women
prior to the crime.
Combining cultural history, feminist and queer theory, narrative analysis, and compelling storytelling,
Sapphic Slashers provides the first history of the emergence of the lesbian in twentieth-century mass culture.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Haddock:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Sapphic Slashers: Sex,
Violence, and American Modernity. All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look
for the internet solutions or other social media.

Bertha Boone:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Sapphic Slashers: Sex, Violence, and American Modernity book is
readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer involving Sapphic Slashers: Sex, Violence, and American Modernity content conveys objective
easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it
just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Sapphic Slashers: Sex, Violence, and
American Modernity is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Tabitha Devore:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Sapphic Slashers:
Sex, Violence, and American Modernity suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in this era.
The book untitled Sapphic Slashers: Sex, Violence, and American Modernityis the main one of several books
in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this
book you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the
simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large
amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Bruce Herrera:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Sapphic Slashers: Sex, Violence, and American Modernity
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly assist you to pick up this book.
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