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In late sixteenth-century Venice, nearly 60 percent of all patrician women joined convents, and only a
minority of these women did so voluntarily. In trying to explain why unprecedented numbers of patrician
women did not marry, historians have claimed that dowries became too expensive. However, Jutta Gisela
Sperling debunks this myth and argues that the rise of forced vocations happened within the context of
aristocratic culture and society.

Sperling explains how women were not allowed to marry beneath their social status while men could,
especially if their brides were wealthy. Faced with a shortage of suitable partners, patrician women were
forced to offer themselves as "a gift not only to God, but to their fatherland," as Patriarch Giovanni Tiepolo
told the Senate of Venice in 1619. Noting the declining birth rate among patrician women, Sperling explores
the paradox of a marriage system that preserved the nobility at the price of its physical extinction. And on a
more individual level, she tells the fascinating stories of these women. Some became scholars or advocates
of women's rights, some took lovers, and others escaped only to survive as servants, prostitutes, or thieves.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph McNeal:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Convents and the Body
Politic in Late Renaissance Venice (Women in Culture and Society) is our recommendation to help you keep
up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Dennis Byrd:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get lot of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is actually Convents and the Body Politic in Late Renaissance Venice (Women in Culture and
Society).

Nadine Taylor:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Convents and the Body Politic in Late
Renaissance Venice (Women in Culture and Society), you could enjoy both. It is great combination right,
you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Joshua Dunleavy:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Convents and the Body Politic in Late Renaissance Venice
(Women in Culture and Society) why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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