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The New Deal is often said to represent a sea change in American constitutional history, overturning a
century of precedent to permit an expanded federal government, increased regulation of the economy, and
eroded property protections. John Compton offers a surprising revision of this familiar narrative, showing
that nineteenth-century evangelical Protestants, not New Deal reformers, paved the way for the most
important constitutional developments of the twentieth century.

Following the great religious revivals of the early 1800s, American evangelicals embarked on a crusade to
eradicate immorality from national life by destroying the property that made it possible. Their cause
represented a direct challenge to founding-era legal protections of sinful practices such as slavery, lottery
gambling, and buying and selling liquor. Although evangelicals urged the judiciary to bend the rules of
constitutional adjudication on behalf of moral reform, antebellum judges usually resisted their overtures. But
after the Civil War, American jurists increasingly acquiesced in the destruction of property on moral
grounds.

In the early twentieth century, Oliver Wendell Holmes and other critics of laissez-faire constitutionalism
used the judiciary's acceptance of evangelical moral values to demonstrate that conceptions of property rights
and federalism were fluid, socially constructed, and subject to modification by democratic majorities. The
result was a progressive constitutional regime--rooted in evangelical Protestantism--that would hold sway for
the rest of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Huffman:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book The Evangelical Origins of the Living Constitution.
You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new
book The Evangelical Origins of the Living Constitution. You can add understanding and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know
that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize
it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Keith Abell:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How
individuals to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Evangelical Origins
of the Living Constitution book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Laurence Terry:

This book untitled The Evangelical Origins of the Living Constitution to be one of several books which best
seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will
easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher on this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone.
So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Trisha McClain:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Different categories of
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this The Evangelical Origins of the Living
Constitution.
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