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At a moment when Congress is widely viewed as hyper-partisan and dysfunctional, Richard Fenno provides
a variegated picture of American representational politics. The Challenge of Congressional Representation
offers an up-close-and-personal look at the complex relationship between members of Congress and their
constituents back home.

When not crafting policy in Washington, the 435 members of the U.S. House of Representatives are busy
assessing and building voter support in their districts. Fenno delves into the activities of five members of the
House?Republicans representing Pennsylvania and New York, and Democrats from California, Florida, and
Illinois. Spanning the ideological spectrum, these former and current representatives are senior lawmakers
and rookie back-benchers from both urban and rural areas. Fenno travels with them in their own political
territories, watching and talking with them, conducting interviews, and meeting aides and constituents. He
illuminates the all-consuming nature of representational work?the complicated lives of House members
shuttling back and forth between home and Capitol, building and maintaining networks, and making
compromises. Agreeing to talk on the record without protective anonymity, these elected House members
emerge as real personalities, at once praiseworthy and fallible.

While voting patterns and policy analysis constitute an important window into the legislative process, the
nonquantifiable human element that political scientists so frequently overlook is the essence of negotiation.
Fenno focuses our attention on how congressional leaders negotiate with constituents as well as with
colleagues.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Liller:

The book The Challenge of Congressional Representation can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book The Challenge of Congressional
Representation? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data
that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Challenge
of Congressional Representation has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You
can seem the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Andrew Evans:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Challenge of Congressional
Representation can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the
others?

Mary Young:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Challenge of Congressional
Representation can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have factor
that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Challenge of
Congressional Representation.

Alexander Pridmore:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the The Challenge of Congressional Representation when you desired it?
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