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Jorge Isaacs' María is perhaps the best known, most frequently read 19th century Spanish American novel,
but at the same time, the most often misunderstood by modern readers and critics alike. The novel has been
labeled by some critics as a real tear-jerker that seeks to revive, and to share with the reader, the loss of a
first love. The story is recounted by Efraín, a first-person narrator, who tells it in retrospection,
reconstructing the events and feelings of the moment, but in many instances reacting to that past in the
emotional framework of the present. The abundant weeping in the tale has been marked as the most
criticized narrative device used by Isaacs, causing modern audiences being little able to appreciate the
sentimentality of the tear-filled novel. This persistent complain indicates the lack of knowledge about the
"age of sensibility" and the idea of masculinity that spread throughout western European literature and
culture during the second part of the 18th century and the 19th century. The notion of sensibility was a
powerful force in the development of social thinking, art, and philosophy. It was associated with beliefs of
sympathy, virtue, benevolence, tender feelings, and compassion, thus being considered the essential link
between the human body and the psychological, intellectual, and ethical faculties of humankind. In this way,
sensibility was a prominent feature of the novel after the second parte of the 18th century. This notion
required a man of sensibility, whose sensitive personality combined reason and romantic emotion, and was
able to shed tears without losing his masculinity. This expression of emotion and copious tears run through
the pages of 18th and 19th century novels almost without inhibition. Ideas of sensibility and masculinity that
influenced Isaacs' composition of his novel and are evident in the representation of all his characters,
particularly in Efraín. Locating Isaacs' narrative work within its proper historical context, shows the deep
knowledge of the culture of sensibility the author possessed, and how he used those rhetorical postulates to
structure his novel. As versed in the field of medicine of his time, and a great reader of literature, the author's
erudition became part of the organization of the fictional world he created. In this edition Dr Flor María
Rodriguez-Arenas foreword explains these characteristics, and her footnotes help the modern reader
understand an often obscure regional vocabulary.
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From reader reviews:

David Lacey:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Maria (Spanish Edition) book is readable simply by you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving
possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with Maria (Spanish
Edition) content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Maria
(Spanish Edition) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Alberto Benson:

The book untitled Maria (Spanish Edition) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your
girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author
provides you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.

Joel Barnhardt:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler to share.
You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Maria (Spanish Edition) this guide consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes
this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.

Charles Adams:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Maria (Spanish Edition) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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