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Langdon Hammer has given us the first biography of the poet James Merrill (1926–95), whose life is surely
one of the most fascinating in American literature. Merrill was born to high privilege and high expectations
as the son of Charles Merrill, the charismatic cofounder of the brokerage firm Merrill Lynch, and Hellen
Ingram, a muse, ally, and antagonist throughout her son’s life. Wounded by his parents’ bitter divorce, he
was the child of a broken home, looking for repair in poetry and love. This is the story of a young man
escaping, yet also reenacting, the energies and obsessions of those powerful parents. It is the story of a gay
man inventing his identity against the grain of American society during the eras of the closet, gay liberation,
and AIDS. Above all, it is the story of a brilliantly gifted, fiercely dedicated poet working every day to turn
his life into art.
 
After college at Amherst and a period of adventure in Europe, Merrill returned to the New York art world of
the 1950s (he was friendly with W. H. Auden, Maya Deren, Truman Capote, Larry Rivers, Elizabeth Bishop,
and other midcentury luminaries) and began publishing poems, plays, and novels. In 1953, he fell in love
with an aspiring writer, David Jackson. They explored “boys and bars” as they made their life together in
Connecticut and later in Greece and Key West. At the same time, improbably, they carried on a forty-year
conversation with spirits of the Other World by means of a Ouija board. The board became a source of poetic
inspiration for Merrill, culminating in his prizewinning, uncanny, one-of-a-kind work The Changing Light at
Sandover. In his virtuosic poetry and in the candid letters and diaries that enrich every page of this
deliciously readable life, Merrill created a prismatic art of multiple perspectives and comic self-knowledge,
expressing hope for a world threatened by nuclear war and environmental catastrophe. Holding this life and
art together in a complex, evolving whole, Hammer illuminates Merrill's “chronicles of love & loss” and the
poignant personal journey they record.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Santiago:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but
if you want truly feel happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual James
Merrill: Life and Art is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Paula Royce:

Exactly why? Because this James Merrill: Life and Art is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve
waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a
lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Bertha Boone:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love James Merrill: Life and Art, you can
enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh
occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Curtis Hernandez:

James Merrill: Life and Art can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight
away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing James Merrill: Life and Art but doesn't
forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you
can be one among it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.
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