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The understanding and enjoyment of a work of art depends as much on the story it depicts as on the artist’s
execution of it. But what were once biblical or classical commonplaces are not so readily recognizable today.
This book relates in a succinct and readable way the themes, sacred and secular, on which the repertoire of
Western art is based. Combined here in a single volume are religious, classical, and historical themes, figures
of moral allegory, and characters from romantic poetry that appeared throughout paintings and sculpture in
Western art before and after the Renaissance. More than just a dictionary, this text places these subjects in
their narrative, historical, or mythological context and uses extensive cross-referencing to enhance and
clarify the meanings of these themes for the reader.

The definitive work by which others are compared, this volume has become an indispensable handbook for
students and general appreciators alike. This wholly redesigned second edition includes a new insert of
images chosen by the author, as well as a new preface and index to highlight the ideas, beliefs, and social and
religious customs that form the background of much of this subject matter.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory McCormick:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you read,
if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one using
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Dictionary of Subjects and Symbols in Art is
kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Matthew White:

The book Dictionary of Subjects and Symbols in Art has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
perusing this book.

Dennis Ross:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Dictionary of Subjects and
Symbols in Art that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction
all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit,
you can pick Dictionary of Subjects and Symbols in Art become your personal starter.

Nichol Colby:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you know
that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. Numerous
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Dictionary of Subjects and Symbols
in Art.
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