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The historical record crowns success. Those enshrined in its annals are men and women whose ideas,
accomplishments, or personalities have dominated, endured, and most important of all, found champions.
John F. Kennedy's Profiles in Courage, Giorgio Vasari's Lives of the Artists, and Samuel Johnson's Lives of
the Poets are classic celebrations of the greatest, the brightest, the eternally constellated.

Paul Collins' Banvard's Folly is a different kind of book. Here are thirteen unforgettable portraits of forgotten
people: men and women who might have claimed their share of renown but who, whether from ill timing,
skullduggery, monomania, the tinge of madness, or plain bad luck-or perhaps some combination of them all-
leapt straight from life into thankless obscurity. Among their number are scientists, artists, writers,
entrepreneurs, and adventurers, from across the centuries and around the world. They hold in common the
silenced aftermath of failure, the name that rings no bells.

Collins brings them back to glorious life. John Banvard was an artist whose colossal panoramic canvasses
(one behemoth depiction of the entire eastern shore of the Mississippi River was simply known as "The
Three Mile Painting") made him the richest and most famous artist of his day. . . before he decided to go
head to head with P. T. Barnum. René Blondot was a distinguished French physicist whose celebrated
discovery of a new form of radiation, called the N-Ray, went terribly awry. At the tender age of seventeen,
William Henry Ireland signed "William Shakespeare" to a book and launched a short but meteoric career as a
forger of undiscovered works by the Bard -- until he pushed his luck too far. John Symmes, a hero of the
War of 1812, nearly succeeded in convincing Congress to fund an expedition to the North Pole, where he
intended to prove his theory that the earth was hollow and ripe for exploitation; his quixotic quest counted
Jules Verne and Edgar Allan Poe among its greatest admirers.

Collins' love for what he calls the "forgotten ephemera of genius" give his portraits of these figures and the
other nine men and women in Banvard's Folly sympathetic depth and poignant relevance. Their effect is not
to make us sneer or p0revel in schadenfreude; here are no cautionary tales. Rather, here are brief
introductions-acts of excavation and reclamation-to people whom history may have forgotten, but whom
now we cannot.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Maday:

The knowledge that you get from Banvard's Folly: Tales of Renowned Obscurity, Famous Anonymity, and
Rotten Luck is a more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Banvard's Folly: Tales
of Renowned Obscurity, Famous Anonymity, and Rotten Luck giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because
the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well.
That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this specific Banvard's Folly: Tales of Renowned Obscurity, Famous Anonymity,
and Rotten Luck instantly.

Donald Cauley:

This book untitled Banvard's Folly: Tales of Renowned Obscurity, Famous Anonymity, and Rotten Luck to
be one of several books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot
of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from
your list.

Carolyn Rolon:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Banvard's Folly: Tales of
Renowned Obscurity, Famous Anonymity, and Rotten Luck that give your pleasure preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity
for people to know world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly
that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So
, for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick Banvard's Folly: Tales of
Renowned Obscurity, Famous Anonymity, and Rotten Luck become your own starter.

Jim Molnar:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the top
collection in your reading list is usually Banvard's Folly: Tales of Renowned Obscurity, Famous Anonymity,
and Rotten Luck. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning
out to be precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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