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Guido of Monte Rochen's Handbook for Curates became the most popular pastoral manual at the close of the
Middle Ages as thousands of copies were printed in Europe. Composed of a mixture of practical "how to"
and theological instruction, the Handbook taught pastoral basics to everyday priests. As such, it is an
essential and vibrant source on late medieval religion and parish practice, which this full-length translation
makes available in English for the first time.

The Handbook is divided into three parts: sacraments and their administration, the sacrament of penance, and
basic catechesis. Together they reflect Guido's mission to facilitate the fundamental duties priests were
expected to fulfill for souls under their charge. Guido explains constituent parts of each sacrament, how each
is done, who receives it, and what problems might arise in its practice. In step with broader religious currents
of his day, Guido treats penance extensively, addressing topics from instances of the deadly sins to how to
question penitents in confession. His Handbook concludes with explanations of the Creed, Lord's Prayer and
Ten Commandments for the benefit of his readers and their flocks.

To help contemporary students and scholars understand fully the Handbook's richness as a historical source,
the introduction situates it within the intellectual milieu of late medieval Christianity. Guido is well
acquainted with the vagaries of real life in a parish and a sense of compassion underlies his directives.
Evidence of readers' hands-on engagement abounds in the annotations that were written in the book's
margins. Examination of both the content of such comments and their location within the text suggests how
Guido's readers sought to translate his advice into practice.

ABOUT THE TRANSLATOR:

Anne T. Thayer is the Paul and Minnie Diefenderfer Professor of Mercersburg and Ecumenical Theology
and Church History at Lancaster Theological Seminary. Katharine J. Lualdi is professor of history and on the
faculty of the Honors Program at the University of Southern Maine. Thayer and Lualdi share an interest in
late medieval and early modern Christianity, particularly at the parish level, and have collaborated on the
edited volume Penitence in the Age of Reformations.

PRAISE FOR THE BOOK:



"This excellent translation provides an invaluable window into the late medieval culture of parish life and
expectations about priestly knowledge and activity, as well as a resource for exploring the transformation of
scholarly expertise for practical use. Anne Thayer and Katharine Lualdi follow Guido's lead in creating a
volume that offers both neophytes and advanced audiences a distillation of deep learning in an engaging,
user-friendly compendium."--Anne L. Clark, Professor of Religion, University of Vermont

"A most welcome addition to our growing knowledge of practiced, popular, and parish religion in the late
Middle Ages. Scholars and students, priests and pastors will find much of interest in this late-medieval
bestseller. The translation is careful and clear, while the introduction places the Handbook in its proper
historical and pastoral context."--Peter Dykema, Associate Professor of History, Arkansas Tech University

"The first English translation of Handbook for Curates, one of the most oft-consulted texts by neophyte
parish priests in the late Middle Ages, is a cause for celebration. The editors have examined scores of early
printings of this text and analyzed the heavily annotated readers' comments. The result is a rich analysis of
the duties of a parish priest on the eve of the Reformation."--Mack P. Holt, Professor of History, George
Mason University

"This lucid, highly readable translation, grounded on painstaking and insightful research, masters the direct
but complex style and content of this im
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From reader reviews:

Larry Hunter:

The experience that you get from Handbook for Curates: A Late Medieval Manual on Pastoral Ministry
(Medieval Texts in Translation) could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide in the
words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but
Handbook for Curates: A Late Medieval Manual on Pastoral Ministry (Medieval Texts in Translation) giving
you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood through anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can
go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
specific Handbook for Curates: A Late Medieval Manual on Pastoral Ministry (Medieval Texts in
Translation) instantly.

Larry Davis:

This Handbook for Curates: A Late Medieval Manual on Pastoral Ministry (Medieval Texts in Translation)
are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this Handbook for Curates:
A Late Medieval Manual on Pastoral Ministry (Medieval Texts in Translation) can be on the list of great
books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an
individual with information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this
Handbook for Curates: A Late Medieval Manual on Pastoral Ministry (Medieval Texts in Translation) giving
you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know
it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Jennifer Johnson:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Handbook for Curates: A Late Medieval
Manual on Pastoral Ministry (Medieval Texts in Translation), you are able to enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout
fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Fanny Rutledge:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. With
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social



like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the Handbook for Curates: A Late Medieval Manual on Pastoral Ministry (Medieval Texts in Translation)
when you required it?
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