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In 1966 a group of students, Boy Scouts, and local citizens rediscovered all that remained of a then virtually
unknown community called Weeksville: four frame houses on Hunterfly Road. The infrastructures and
vibrant histories of Weeksville, an African American community that had become one of the largest free
black communities in nineteenth century United States, were virtually wiped out due to Brooklyn’s
exploding population and expanding urban grid.

Weeksville was founded by African American entrepreneurs after slavery ended in New York State in 1827.
Located in eastern Brooklyn, Weeksville provided a space of physical safety, economic prosperity,
education, and even political power. It had a high rate of property ownership, offered a wide variety of
occupations, and hosted a relatively large proportion of skilled workers, business owners, and professionals.
Inhabitants organized churches, a school, orphan asylum, home for the aged, newspapers, and the national
African Civilization Society. Notable residents of Weeksville, such as journalist and educator Junius P.
Morell, participated in every major national effort for African American rights, including the Civil War.

In Brooklyn’s Promised Land, Judith Wellman not only tells the important narrative of Weeksville’s growth,
disappearance, and eventual rediscovery, but also highlights the stories of the people who created this
community. Drawing on maps, newspapers, census records, photographs, and the material culture of
buildings and artifacts, Wellman reconstructs the social history and national significance of this
extraordinary place. Through the lens of this local community, Brooklyn’s Promised Land highlights themes
still relevant to African Americans across the country. 
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From reader reviews:

Brent Abramson:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Brooklyn's Promised Land:
The Free Black Community of Weeksville, New York book because this book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Gary Sandler:

The particular book Brooklyn's Promised Land: The Free Black Community of Weeksville, New York has a
lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the
very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to
read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Jane Kim:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Brooklyn's Promised Land: The
Free Black Community of Weeksville, New York that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to
know world better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want
to start reading as your good habit, you may pick Brooklyn's Promised Land: The Free Black Community of
Weeksville, New York become your current starter.

Angela Strange:

You can get this Brooklyn's Promised Land: The Free Black Community of Weeksville, New York by visit
the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties
for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in
addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your
local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get
more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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