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Broke by the War is a collection of more than 140 letters written between 1852 and 1857 by South Carolina
slave trader A. J. McElveen to his employer Z. B. Oakes, a prosperous Charleston broker. The
correspondence provides an intimate look into the world of slave trading, from the economic aspects of
prices, shipping, supply sources, and financing to the impact on those involved, including the breakup of
slave families, the pursuit of runaways, and the various roles played by doctors, lawyers, bankers, and
planters in this abominable business.

Edited and introduced by Edmund L. Drago, McElveen's letters give the modern reader an opportunity to
view Old South slave trading through the eyes of a representative participant. As Drago recounts, the Civil
War decimated McElveen's finances and left him, as described years later by a credit investigator, simply as
"broke by the war--old man."
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From reader reviews:

Rosa Crowe:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Broke by the War: Letters of a Slave Trader. Try to make book
Broke by the War: Letters of a Slave Trader as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you
experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit
your needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So
, we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Verna Riddle:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Broke by the
War: Letters of a Slave Trader? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You understand beside you can
spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion
or you have different opinion?

Leona Hicks:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Broke by the War:
Letters of a Slave Trader book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

David Furtado:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Broke by the
War: Letters of a Slave Trader suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era.
Often the book untitled Broke by the War: Letters of a Slave Traderis one of several books that everyone
read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter
the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.
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