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Toward the Open Field brings together many of the great prose pieces—essays, letters, declarations,
defenses, manifestos, and apologia—by the most influential European and American poets from the
Romantics to the Symbolists, Surrealists, and Moderns. Hitherto uncollected and all in English, the work in
this anthology follows the changing notions of what a poem is, what a poet is, and why we read a poem,
tracing the development of stylistic and ideological strategies that have spawned our current, conflicting
understandings of verse.

The book begins with Wordsworth’s 1802 “Preface” to the Lyrical Ballads and proceeds through 150 years
of English language tradition, including the European poetries which greatly influenced it. These prose
works allow the reader to share one of the great extended conversations by poets about poetry during a
dynamic period of literary experimentation.

Includes work by Charles Baudelaire, André Breton, Aimé Césaire, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Emily
Dickinson, T.S. Eliot, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Gerard Manley Hopkins, Langston Hughes, John Keats,
Federico Garcia Lorca, Mina Loy, Stéphane Mallarmé, Marianne Moore, Charles Olson, Ezra Pound, Arthur
Rimbaud, Percy Bysshe Shelley, Gertrude Stein, Wallace Stevens, Paul Valéry, Walt Whitman, William
Carlos Williams, William Wordsworth and Louis Zukofsky.
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From reader reviews:

Rudy Nixon:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Toward
the Open Field: Poets on the Art of Poetry 1800-1950 (Wesleyan Poetry Series)? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

James Fomby:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book Toward the Open Field: Poets on the
Art of Poetry 1800-1950 (Wesleyan Poetry Series). All type of book would you see on many solutions. You
can look for the internet sources or other social media.

David Colon:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for people. The book Toward the Open Field: Poets on the Art of
Poetry 1800-1950 (Wesleyan Poetry Series) has been making you to know about other knowledge and of
course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication Toward
the Open Field: Poets on the Art of Poetry 1800-1950 (Wesleyan Poetry Series) is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend
your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Toward the Open Field:
Poets on the Art of Poetry 1800-1950 (Wesleyan Poetry Series). You never really feel lose out for everything
in case you read some books.

Valerie Little:

The particular book Toward the Open Field: Poets on the Art of Poetry 1800-1950 (Wesleyan Poetry Series)
has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled
by the very famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy
to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.
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