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John Howard Yoder is most famous for arguing in The Politics of Jesus that a sound reading of the New
Testament demonstrates the abiding relevance of Jesus to social ethics. However, it is seldom acknowledged
that Yoder makes essentially the same argument with regard to the Old Testament. Throughout his extensive
writings, Yoder offers a provocative interpretation of the Old Testament that culminates in the way of Jesus
and establishes the ethical, ecclesiological, and historiographical continuity of the entire biblical canon. In
The Politics of Yahweh, presented as a prequel to The Politics of Jesus, John C. Nugent makes Yoder's
complete Old Testament interpretation accessible in one place for the first time.

Nugent does not view Yoder's interpretation as flawless. Rather, Nugent moves beyond summary to offer
honest critique and substantial revision. His constructive proposal, which stands in fundamental continuity
with the work of Yoder, is likely to provoke thought from theologians, biblical scholars, and ethicists. Even
at points where readers disagree with some of his and Yoder's interpretations, they will be challenged to
explore new perspectives and rethink common assumptions concerning the diverse and often confusing
issues that arise from sustained reflection on the Old Testament.

“Making up for the paucity of attention to the Old Testament in ecclesiology, Nugent shows that Yoder's
unique 'Israel-like view of the Church' substantially draws on the Old Testament as an essential part of the
narrative arc in understanding God's work in forming a 'royal priesthood'—a mission that culminates in
Christ and his body, the ecclesia. This is an important corrective to some recent rereadings of Yoder, which
have no room to account for history—and particularly the history of Israel—in Yoder's missional
ecclesiology. This is an important contribution to current debates.”
-James K.A. Smith
Calvin College

“It is beyond doubt that John Howard Yoder is a pivotal, defining force in contemporary theology,
particularly as pertains to faith in the public domain. But Yoder is often thinly understood from his best-
known work. This welcome volume pays close and fresh attention to the depth and rich scope of Yoder's
interpretation, especially with reference to his careful reading of the Old Testament. The outcome is an
awareness of Yoder's imaginative competence as a biblical theologian facing the demanding work of a
Christian reading of the Old Testament. A plus of the volume is an extensive Yoder bibliography.”
-Walter Brueggemann
Columbia Theological Seminary

“In his many books and articles, and in a vast number of unpublished essays and lectures, John Howard
Yoder encompassed virtually the entire theological curriculum. John Nugent, whose breadth is similarly
impressive, has here provided a comprehensive summary and critical evaluation of Yoder's interpretation of
the Old Testament, especially as it bears on the issue of 'pacifism,' or to be more precise, as Yoder and
Nugent would have it, trust in God.”
-Ben C. Ollenburger



Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary

“This wonderful book is all I hoped for—and more. Nugent clearly knows Yoder's thought extremely well.
With considerable intelligence and discernment, he has shown the vital importance of the Old Testament
roots of The Politics of Jesus. But more than that, he has written a book that has great relevance for all
Christians interested in the relationship between the Testaments, especially as related to the subject of
peace.”
-Mark Thiessen Nation
Eastern Mennonite Seminary

John C. Nugent is Professor of Old Testament at Great Lakes Christian College. He is the editor of Radical
Ecumenicity: Pursuing Unity and Continuity after John Howard Yoder (2010) and The End of Sacrifice: The
Capital Punishment Writings of John Howard Yoder (2011).
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Adkins:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has different
type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading whatever
they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like examining a book?
Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably
you will want this The Politics of Yahweh: John Howard Yoder, the Old Testament, and the People of God
(Theopolitical Visions Book 12).

Cory Marshall:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Politics of Yahweh: John
Howard Yoder, the Old Testament, and the People of God (Theopolitical Visions Book 12) book as this book
offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there
is no doubt in it you know.

Allen Ellis:

Beside that The Politics of Yahweh: John Howard Yoder, the Old Testament, and the People of God
(Theopolitical Visions Book 12) in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge
or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being
worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Politics of
Yahweh: John Howard Yoder, the Old Testament, and the People of God (Theopolitical Visions Book 12)
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what
it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find
this book along with read it from at this point!

Irma Patterson:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Politics of Yahweh: John Howard Yoder, the
Old Testament, and the People of God (Theopolitical Visions Book 12) was colorful and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book The Politics of Yahweh: John Howard Yoder, the Old Testament,
and the People of God (Theopolitical Visions Book 12) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and



rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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