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American war reporting came of age with the Mexican War, just as our nation's newspapers were gaining
new prominence through the headline-hawking "penny press." Indeed, the Mexican War was the first to be
comprehensively reported in the daily press, with at least thirteen full-time correspondents covering the
military campaigns conducted south of the border.

Tom Reilly highlights the synergistic relationship between battlefield reporters and the rise of modern
commercial journalism, providing riveting eyewitness accounts of the war and new insights into the press's
profound impact on national politics and perceptions. With editorial assistance from Manley Witten, Reilly
reconstructs the efforts, methods, lifestyles, achievements, and failures of America's first war
correspondents, the brutal campaigns they covered, and the journalistic system in which they functioned.

Giving ample and vivid voice to the reporters themselves—including George Wilkins Kendall of the New
Orleans Picayune, James L. Freaner of the New Orleans Delta, William C. Tobey of the Philadelphia North
American, John Warland of the Boston Atlas, and Jane McManus Storms of the New York Sun—Reilly
reveals how they braved the dangers of combat, witnessed the horrors and heroics of war, cultivated sources,
and ultimately wrote it all down for distribution back home. At the same time, as Reilly makes clear, they
sometimes juggled facts as they saw fit, representing viewpoints of every political and social stripe and often
glorifying events with nationalistic fervor.

Reilly tracks the transmission of wartime reports by boat, horseback, and telegraph from the battlefields and
army camps to readers in American cities—where big news often meant an "extra edition" to be hawked by
the growing armies of newsboys. And, more generally, he provides an excellent overview of the condition of
American journalism in the mid-to-late 1840s—particularly newspapers in New Orleans, which were crucial
to the overall coverage of the war.

While there have been a great many books written on the Mexican War, this is the first to tell its history
through the eyes of the reporters who covered it on the ground—at no little risk to their own lives—and to
show how that effort signaled the emergence of newspapers as an important force in American life.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn White:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is definitely War with Mexico!: America's Reporters Cover the Battlefront (Modern War Studies).

Sarah Jackson:

War with Mexico!: America's Reporters Cover the Battlefront (Modern War Studies) can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing War with Mexico!: America's Reporters Cover the Battlefront (Modern War Studies)
nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-
new stage of crucial pondering.

Leigh Brown:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be go through. War with Mexico!: America's Reporters Cover the Battlefront (Modern
War Studies) can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Belinda Smith:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled
update of news. In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just in search of the War with Mexico!: America's Reporters Cover the Battlefront (Modern War
Studies) when you required it?
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