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The Politics of Precedent on the U.S. Supreme Court offers an insightful and provocative analysis of the
Supreme Court's most important task--shaping the law. Thomas Hansford and James Spriggs analyze a key
aspect of legal change: the Court's interpretation or treatment of the precedents it has set in the past. Court
decisions do not just resolve immediate disputes; they also set broader precedent. The meaning and scope of
a precedent, however, can change significantly as the Court revisits it in future cases. The authors contend
that these interpretations are driven by an interaction between policy goals and variations in the legal
authoritativeness of precedent. From this premise, they build an explanation of the legal interpretation of
precedent that yields novel predictions about the nature and timing of legal change.

Hansford and Spriggs test their hypotheses by examining how the Court has interpreted the precedents it set
between 1946 and 1999. This analysis provides compelling support for their argument, and demonstrates that
the justices' ideological goals and the role of precedent are inextricably linked. The two prevailing, yet
contradictory, views of precedent--that it acts either solely as a constraint, or as a "cloak" that never actually
influences the Court--are incorrect. This book shows that while precedent can operate as a constraint on the
justices' decisions, it also represents an opportunity to foster preferred societal outcomes.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Robinette:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Politics of Precedent on the U.S. Supreme
Court as the daily resource information.

Casey Larsen:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept The
Politics of Precedent on the U.S. Supreme Court suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in
this era. Typically the book untitled The Politics of Precedent on the U.S. Supreme Courtis the main of
several books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When
you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this
guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world on this book.

Rachel Leadbetter:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer might be The Politics of Precedent on the U.S. Supreme Court why because the
great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to
pick up this book.

Luis Hahn:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find e-book that need more time to be examine. The Politics of Precedent on the U.S. Supreme Court can be
your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short time problems.
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