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At the turn of the twentieth century, over forty percent of the world’s Jews lived within the Russian Empire,
almost all in the Pale of Settlement. From the Baltic to the Black Sea, the Jews of the Pale created a
distinctive way of life little known beyond its borders. This led the historian Simon Dubnow to label the
territory a Jewish “Dark Continent.”

Just before World War I, a socialist revolutionary and aspiring ethnographer named An-sky pledged to
explore the Pale. He dreamed of leading an ethnographic expedition that would produce an archive?what he
called an Oral Torah of the common people rather than the rabbinic elite?which would preserve Jewish
traditions and transform them into the seeds of a modern Jewish culture. Between 1912 and 1914, An-sky
and his team collected jokes, recorded songs, took thousands of photographs, and created a massive
ethnographic questionnaire. Consisting of 2,087 questions in Yiddish?exploring the gamut of Jewish folk
beliefs and traditions, from everyday activities to spiritual exercises to marital intimacies?the Jewish
Ethnographic Program constitutes an invaluable portrait of Eastern European Jewish life on the brink of
destruction.

Nathaniel Deutsch offers the first complete translation of the questionnaire, as well as the riveting story of
An-sky’s almost messianic efforts to create a Jewish ethnography in an era of revolutionary change. An-
sky’s project was halted by World War I, and within a few years the Pale of Settlement would no longer
exist. These survey questions revive and reveal shtetl life in all its wonder and complexity.

 Download The Jewish Dark Continent: Life and Death in the R ...pdf

 Read Online The Jewish Dark Continent: Life and Death in the ...pdf

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0674047281
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0674047281
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0674047281
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0674047281
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0674047281
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0674047281
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0674047281
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0674047281


Download and Read Free Online The Jewish Dark Continent: Life and Death in the Russian Pale of
Settlement Nathaniel Deutsch

From reader reviews:

George Carter:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Jewish Dark Continent: Life and
Death in the Russian Pale of Settlement. All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look
for the internet solutions or other social media.

Brandon Li:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy
person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is correct. Because start from on guardería until university need that The Jewish Dark Continent: Life and
Death in the Russian Pale of Settlement to read.

James Jernigan:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Jewish Dark Continent: Life and Death
in the Russian Pale of Settlement is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Ian Bracy:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Jewish Dark
Continent: Life and Death in the Russian Pale of Settlement, you can enjoy both. It is great combination
right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What?
Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.
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