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With few exceptions, sex is noticeably absent from popular histories chronicling colonial and Revolutionary
America. Moreover, it is rarely associated specifically with early American men. This is in part because sex
and family have traditionally been associated with women, while politics and business are the historic
province of men. But Thomas Foster turns this conventional view on its head. Through the use of court
records, newspapers, sermons, and private papers from Massachusetts, he vividly shows that sex—the
behaviors, desires, and identities associated with eroticism —was a critical component of colonial
understanding of the qualities considered befitting for a man.

Sex and the Eighteenth-Century Man begins by examining how men, as heads of households, held ultimate
responsibility for sex—not only within their own marriages but also for the sexual behaviors of dependents
and members of their households. Foster then examines the ways sex solidified bonds in the community,
including commercial ties among men, and how sex operated in courtship and social relations with women.
Starkly challenging current views about the development of sexuality in America, the book details early
understandings of sexual identity and locates a surprising number of stereotypes until now believed to have
originated a century later, among them the black rapist and the unmanly sodomite, figures that serve to
reinforce cultural norms of white male heterosexuality.

As this engrossing and surprising study shows, we cannot understand manliness today or in our early
American past without coming to terms with the oft-hidden relationship between sex and masculinity.
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From reader reviews:

Adrienne McGinnis:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Sex and the Eighteenth-Century Man: Massachusetts and the History of Sexuality in America your
head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely
can be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one web form
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get before. The Sex and the Eighteenth-Century Man:
Massachusetts and the History of Sexuality in America giving you a different experience more than blown
away your head but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us show
you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

David Soto:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you go through a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Sex and the Eighteenth-Century Man: Massachusetts and the History of Sexuality in America
provide you with new experience in reading a book.

Suzanne Brooke:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do you consider
reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-book,
delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Sex and the Eighteenth-Century Man:
Massachusetts and the History of Sexuality in America which is having the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's notice.

Bradley Smith:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That Sex and the Eighteenth-Century Man:
Massachusetts and the History of Sexuality in America can give you a lot of close friends because by you
looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting
person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that
perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So ,
why hesitate? We should have Sex and the Eighteenth-Century Man: Massachusetts and the History of



Sexuality in America.
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