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An Archaeological History of Indian Buddhism is a comprehensive survey of Indian Buddhism from its
origins in the 6th century BCE, through its ascendance in the 1st millennium CE, and its eventual decline in
mainland South Asia by the mid-2nd millennium CE. Weaving together studies of archaeological remains,
architecture, iconography, inscriptions, and Buddhist historical sources, this book uncovers the quotidian
concerns and practices of Buddhist monks and nuns (the sangha), and their lay adherents--concerns and
practices often obscured in studies of Buddhism premised largely, if not exclusively, on Buddhist texts. At
the heart of Indian Buddhism lies a persistent social contradiction between the desire for individual
asceticism versus the need to maintain a coherent community of Buddhists. Before the early 1st millennium
CE, the sangha relied heavily on the patronage of kings, guilds, and ordinary Buddhists to support
themselves. During this period, the sangha emphasized the communal elements of Buddhism as they sought
to establish themselves as the leaders of a coherent religious order. By the mid-1st millennium CE, Buddhist
monasteries had become powerful political and economic institutions with extensive landholdings and
wealth. This new economic self-sufficiency allowed the sangha to limit their day-to-day interaction with the
laity and begin to more fully satisfy their ascetic desires for the first time. This withdrawal from regular
interaction with the laity led to the collapse of Buddhism in India in the early-to-mid 2nd millennium CE. In
contrast to the ever-changing religious practices of the Buddhist sangha, the Buddhist laity were more
conservative--maintaining their religious practices for almost two millennia, even as they nominally shifted
their allegiances to rival religious orders. This book also serves as an exemplar for the archaeological study
of long-term religious change through the perspectives of practice theory, materiality, and semiotics.
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From reader reviews:

Erica Lewis:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled An Archaeological History of Indian Buddhism. Try to stumble through
book An Archaeological History of Indian Buddhism as your good friend. It means that it can to get your
friend when you sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know everything
by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Robert Wolfe:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is you don't
know what type you should start with. This An Archaeological History of Indian Buddhism is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need
in this era.

Miguel Lynch:

The reason why? Because this An Archaeological History of Indian Buddhism is an unordinary book that the
inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good
for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.

Rita Beatty:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to
be examine. An Archaeological History of Indian Buddhism can be your answer mainly because it can be
read by you who have those short free time problems.
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