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An inspiring account of America at its worst-and Americans at their best-woven from the stories of
Depression-era families who were helped by gifts from the author's generous and secretive
grandfather.

Shortly before Christmas 1933 in Depression-scarred Canton, Ohio, a small newspaper ad offered $10, no
strings attached, to 75 families in distress. Interested readers were asked to submit letters describing their
hardships to a benefactor calling himself Mr. B. Virdot. The author's grandfather Sam Stone was inspired to
place this ad and assist his fellow Cantonians as they prepared for the cruelest Christmas most of them would
ever witness.

Moved by the tales of suffering and expressions of hope contained in the letters, which he discovered in a
suitcase 75 years later, Ted Gup initially set out to unveil the lives behind them, searching for records and
relatives all over the country who could help him flesh out the family sagas hinted at in those letters. From
these sources, Gup has re-created the impact that Mr B. Virdot's gift had on each family. Many people
yearned for bread, coal, or other necessities, but many others received money from B. Virdot for more
fanciful items-a toy horse, say, or a set of encyclopedias. As Gup's investigations revealed, all these things
had the power to turn people's lives around- even to save them.

But as he uncovered the suffering and triumphs of dozens of strangers, Gup also learned that Sam Stone was
far more complex than the lovable- retiree persona he'd always shown his grandson. Gup unearths deeply
buried details about Sam's life-from his impoverished, abusive upbringing to felonious efforts to hide his
immigrant origins from U.S. officials-that help explain why he felt such a strong affinity to strangers in need.
Drawing on his unique find and his award-winning reportorial gifts, Ted Gup solves a singular family
mystery even while he pulls away the veil of eight decades that separate us from the hardships that united
America during the Depression. In A Secret Gift, he weaves these revelations seamlessly into a tapestry of
Depression-era America, which will fascinate and inspire in equal measure.

Watch a Video

 Download A Secret Gift: How One Man's Kindness--and a Trove ...pdf

 Read Online A Secret Gift: How One Man's Kindness--and a Tro ...pdf

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00452V2Z6
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00452V2Z6
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00452V2Z6
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00452V2Z6
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00452V2Z6
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00452V2Z6
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00452V2Z6
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00452V2Z6




Download and Read Free Online A Secret Gift: How One Man's Kindness--and a Trove of Letters--
Revealed the Hidden History of t he Great Depression Ted Gup

From reader reviews:

Valerie Bell:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject A Secret Gift: How
One Man's Kindness--and a Trove of Letters--Revealed the Hidden History of t he Great Depression suitable
to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. Typically the book untitled A Secret Gift: How
One Man's Kindness--and a Trove of Letters--Revealed the Hidden History of t he Great Depressionis a
single of several books that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in
the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book
will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the
world within this book.

Timothy Lumpkin:

The reason why? Because this A Secret Gift: How One Man's Kindness--and a Trove of Letters--Revealed
the Hidden History of t he Great Depression is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for
you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was
fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having
this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book
get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that
book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Maria Blanco:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book
that recommended for you is A Secret Gift: How One Man's Kindness--and a Trove of Letters--Revealed the
Hidden History of t he Great Depression this reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this
world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer
require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this
book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.

Hubert Smith:

You may get this A Secret Gift: How One Man's Kindness--and a Trove of Letters--Revealed the Hidden
History of t he Great Depression by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be
your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only



through written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now,
you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways
to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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