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Emerging from decades of turmoil, late nineteenth-century Mexico City was a capital in transition. Yet as the
city (and its republic) embraced technological and social change, it still faced perceptions of widespread
crime and disorder. Accordingly, the Porfirian government relied on an elite group of government officials,
prominent citizens, politicians, urban professionals, and newspaper editors to elevate the Mexican nation
from its perceived backward condition. Influenced by prevailing social theories, such as positivism and
social Darwinism, this ruling class sought not only modernization but also the imposition of national morals.
While elites sought to guide and educate the middle class toward this ideal, they viewed the growing
underclass with apprehension and fear.
 
Through a careful examination of judicial records, newspapers, government documents, and travelers’
accounts, The Imagined Underworld uncovers the truth behind six of nineteenth-century Mexico’s most
infamous crimes, including those of the serial killer “El Chalequero.” During his sensational trial, ruling
elites linked the killer’s villainous acts with the impoverished urban world he inhabited and victimized. This
pattern was not limited to the most nefarious criminals; rather it would be repeated for all crimes committed
by the poor. In an effort to construct a social barrier between the classes, elites invented a dangerous urban
periphery populated by imaginary Mexicans—degenerate, deviant, and murderous. However, the Porfirian
elite did not count on middle-class and police involvement in crime—and in numerous incidents, including a
deadly love triangle, elites were betrayed by their own role in criminality. By analyzing the cases used to
forge the underworld and those that defied its myth, Garza uncovers the complex reality that existed beyond
the Porfirian ideals of order and progress.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Wells:

This book untitled The Imagined Underworld: Sex, Crime, and Vice in Porfirian Mexico City to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Irene Justice:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
wide range of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is actually The Imagined Underworld: Sex, Crime, and Vice in Porfirian Mexico City.

Shirley Wales:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while
fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be The Imagined Underworld: Sex, Crime, and
Vice in Porfirian Mexico City why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Jason Bradley:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book The
Imagined Underworld: Sex, Crime, and Vice in Porfirian Mexico City. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to
read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other
place.
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