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This book explores the interconnections and differentiations between artisanal workshops and alchemical
laboratories and between the arts and alchemy from Antiquity to the eighteenth century. In particular, it
scrutinizes epistemic exchanges between producers of the arts and alchemists. In the fifteenth and sixteenth
centuries the term laboratorium uniquely referred to workplaces in which ‘chemical’ operations were
performed: smelting, combustion, distillation, dissolution and precipitation. Artisanal workshops equipped
with furnaces and fire in which ‘chemical’ operations were performed were also known as laboratories.
Transmutational alchemy (the transmutation of all base metals into more noble ones, especially gold) was
only one aspect of alchemy in the early modern period. The practice of alchemy was also about the chemical
production of things--medicines, porcelain, dyes and other products as well as precious metals and about the
knowledge of how to produce them. This book uses examples such as the Uffizi to discuss how Renaissance
courts established spaces where artisanal workshops and laboratories were brought together, thus facilitating
the circulation of materials, people and knowledge between the worlds of craft (today’s decorative arts) and
alchemy. Artisans became involved in alchemical pursuits beyond a shared material culture and some crafts
relied on chemical expertise offered by scholars trained as alchemists. Above all, texts and books, products
and symbols of scholarly culture played an increasingly important role in artisanal workshops. In these
workplaces a sort of hybrid figure was at work. With one foot in artisanal and the other in scholarly culture
this hybrid practitioner is impossible to categorize in the mutually exclusive categories of scholar and
craftsman. By the seventeenth century the expertise of some glassmakers, silver and goldsmiths and
producers of porcelain was just as based in the worlds of alchemical and bookish learning as it was grounded
in hands-on work in the laboratory. This book suggests that this shift in workshop culture facilitated the
epistemic exchanges between alchemists and producers of the decorative arts.
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From reader reviews:

Annette Puente:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Laboratories of Art:
Alchemy and Art Technology from Antiquity to the 18th Century (Archimedes)? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Diana Brunswick:

The book Laboratories of Art: Alchemy and Art Technology from Antiquity to the 18th Century
(Archimedes) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more
increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your
subject. If you can make reading a book Laboratories of Art: Alchemy and Art Technology from Antiquity to
the 18th Century (Archimedes) for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a
book Laboratories of Art: Alchemy and Art Technology from Antiquity to the 18th Century (Archimedes).
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think
about this book?

Tiffany Lyons:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly because
just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Laboratories of Art: Alchemy and Art
Technology from Antiquity to the 18th Century (Archimedes) to read.

Susan Douglas:

The publication with title Laboratories of Art: Alchemy and Art Technology from Antiquity to the 18th
Century (Archimedes) contains a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit
after read this book. That book exist new information the information that exist in this e-book represented the
condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world.
This particular book will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on
your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.
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