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Today's Tea Party activists are motivated by the same ideological desires as our nation's Founding Fathers,
argues Michael Patrick Leahy in this illuminating work of political history.

Today's political class—in both parties and at all levels of government—shows a blatant disregard for both
the letter and spirit of the U.S. Constitution. More and more Americans are fed up, and from this sweeping
sense of discontent and anger the Tea Party movement has emerged, revitalizing the spirit of constitutionalist
activism in the conservative world.

According to author and Tea Party activist Michael Patrick Leahy, a similar lack of accountability ignited
our nation's Founding Fathers, and they were motivated by the same ideological desires: to constitutionally
limit government, ensure fiscal responsibility, and defend individual liberty. These imperatives were at the
heart of what he calls a "covenant of liberty," which undergirds our written Constitution. Leahy traces these
ideas to the libertarian traditions of the English Civil War. He explains why they were on the minds of
Americans at the birth of the republic, and how they passed down largely intact from generation to
generation, were broken by a corrupted political class, and have been rediscovered by the modern Tea Party
movement.

According to Leahy, the American constitutional covenant consists of four unwritten promises that most
citizens continue to regard as crucial to our government's legitimacy. The story of how this covenant evolved
and how its fundamental promises were broken forms the core of this unique and original work of political
history.

As Leahy shows, the first promise—to abide by the written words of the Constitution—was broken before
the ink was dry on the nation's founding documents. The second—to refrain from interfering in private
economic matters—was broken by the Republican Party in the 1860s. The third—to honor the customs,
traditions, and principles that made up the "fiscal constitution"—was broken by Herbert Hoover 143 years
after the establishment of our republic, a sad rupture conducted on an even grander scale by his successors,
beginning with Franklin Roosevelt and continuing through the administration of Barack Obama.

The breaking of these promises greatly accelerated the natural tendency of governments to centralize and
consolidate power at the expense of individual liberty. Had not the fourth and final promise—that members
of the legislative branch would exercise thoughtful deliberation while giving respectful consideration to the
views of their constituents—been broken in such a disdainful and audacious manner in early 2009, the
grassroots activists who came to make up the Tea Party would never have been impelled to take action.

Drawing on his personal experience as the organizer of the online conservative community that launched the
Tea Party movement in February 2009, Leahy documents how the timeless principles of American
constitutionalism have been used to grow one of the most active and influential movements in American
history.
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From reader reviews:

Edna McArdle:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Covenant of Liberty: The Ideological Origins of the
Tea Party Movement. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about
how is important any book Covenant of Liberty: The Ideological Origins of the Tea Party Movement. You
can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Renee Middleton:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Covenant of Liberty: The Ideological Origins of the Tea Party Movement book
is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The
writer associated with Covenant of Liberty: The Ideological Origins of the Tea Party Movement content
conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking Covenant of Liberty: The Ideological Origins of the
Tea Party Movement is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Ryan Maggard:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Covenant of Liberty: The Ideological
Origins of the Tea Party Movement can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so
out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Evelyn Montgomery:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Covenant of Liberty: The Ideological
Origins of the Tea Party Movement or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you
know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher
or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case,
beside science e-book, any other book likes Covenant of Liberty: The Ideological Origins of the Tea Party
Movement to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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