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On an otherwise ordinary Sunday morning in 1964, millions of Roman Catholics around the world
experienced history. For the first time in centuries, they attended masses that were conducted mostly in their
native tongues. This occasion marked only the first of many profound changes to emanate from the Second
Vatican Council (1962-1965). Known popularly as Vatican II, it would soon give rise to the most far-
reaching religious transformation since the Reformation.

In this groundbreaking work of cultural and historical sociology, Melissa Wilde offers a new explanation for
this revolutionary transformation of the Church. Drawing on newly available sources--including a collection
of interviews with the Council's key bishops and cardinals, and primary documents from the Vatican Secret
Archive that have never before been seen by researchers--Wilde demonstrates that the pronouncements of
the Council were not merely reflections of papal will, but the product of a dramatic confrontation between
progressives and conservatives that began during the first days of the Council. The outcome of this
confrontation was determined by a number of factors: the Church's decline in Latin America; its competition
and dialogue with other faiths, particularly Protestantism, in northern Europe and North America; and
progressive clerics' deep belief in the holiness of compromise and their penchant for consensus building.

Wilde's account will fascinate not only those interested in Vatican II but anyone who wants to understand the
social underpinnings of religious change.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Bradley:

This book untitled Vatican II: A Sociological Analysis of Religious Change (No. 2) to be one of several
books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you
can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from
your list.

Norma Dickerson:

The e-book with title Vatican II: A Sociological Analysis of Religious Change (No. 2) has a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new
era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.

Kevin Adams:

The book untitled Vatican II: A Sociological Analysis of Religious Change (No. 2) contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by
famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice study.

Audra Yoder:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know
that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Different
categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Vatican II: A Sociological
Analysis of Religious Change (No. 2).
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