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Supporters of the 21st-century Tea Party movement claim the Boston Tea Party of 1773 as their inspiration,
while scholars dismiss the connection. Neither camp pays much attention to the intervening years, and both
overlook one of the great populist movements in American history. As David Gold demonstrates in The
Great Tea Party in the Old Northwest, 19th-century Americans who were fed up with reckless government
spending, high taxes, and crony capitalism launched a campaign for smaller, more accountable, more
transparent government. The movement culminated in state constitutional conventions in all the states of the
Old Northwest, and other parts of the country as well, that rewrote the nation’s fundamental law. Citizens
and scholars will continue to debate the merits of the Tea Party platform, but with the publication of this
book they can no longer ignore the longstanding and continuing significance of Tea Party thought in
American history.

“David Gold's The Great Tea Party in the Old Northwest tells the story of the mid-19th-century state
constitutional debates, which included fundamental issues that are still discussed today. Gold clearly
chronicles this often neglected period in our history and the reforms it generated.”
— Andrew T. Fede
Author of Roadblocks to Freedom and People Without Rights

“David Gold’s The Great Tea Party in the Old Northwest is an incisive, scholarly examination of state
constitutional conventions which were held in the five states of the original Northwest Territory—Ohio,
Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin—between 1847 and 1851. Closing the gap between the Boston
Tea Party of 1773 and the modern-day Tea Party movement, he outlines a pattern of public mistrust of
government, whether the government be the British Parliament in the late 18th century, American state
legislatures in the mid-19th century, or the federal government in the early 21st century. Gold recounts in
great detail the efforts of Tea Partiers of the mid-19th century to curb the power of government with such
measures as putting severe limitations on internal improvements, imposing debt ceilings, limiting banking
laws and special acts of incorporation, mandating popular election of public officials, and limiting the
legislature to biennial rather than annual sessions, to name a few. This book is a must for those interested in
the forerunners of the modern Tea Party who fought to streamline state governments in an earlier era of
American history.”
— Herbert James Lewis
Author of Clearing the Thickets and The Lost Capitals of Alabama
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From reader reviews:

Freida Gilbert:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled The Great Tea Party in the Old Northwest: State Constitutional
Conventions, 1847-1851. Try to make the book The Great Tea Party in the Old Northwest: State
Constitutional Conventions, 1847-1851 as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you
experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
you. The book makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make
new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Mark Fetter:

The book with title The Great Tea Party in the Old Northwest: State Constitutional Conventions, 1847-1851
has lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book
exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right
now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will
bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can
read the item anywhere you want.

Cleveland Bolton:

This The Great Tea Party in the Old Northwest: State Constitutional Conventions, 1847-1851 is great guide
for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and
still have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great
coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can
have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core
information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Great Tea Party in the Old Northwest: State
Constitutional Conventions, 1847-1851 in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not
ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this
guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in
which?

Robert Barker:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This The Great Tea Party in the Old Northwest: State
Constitutional Conventions, 1847-1851 can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at
this one book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't



realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have
The Great Tea Party in the Old Northwest: State Constitutional Conventions, 1847-1851.
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