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Featuring more than twenty illustrations, including several works of art that were rediscovered by the author
and are published here for the first time, The Female Crucifix: Images of St. Wilgefortis Since the Middle
Ages provides a new perspective on a very old phenomenon.

The legendary bearded female St. Wilgefortis, also known by a variety of other names including
“Kummernis” and “Uncumber,” was the object of fervent veneration in areas of Western and Central Europe
for almost half a millennium.

Beginning in the fifteenth century, the legend of her dramatic transformation from a beautiful, privileged
princess into a bearded, Christlike martyr on the cross inspired scores of paintings, sculptures, poems,
prayers and shrines in her honour all across Europe. In spite of frequent opposition by the hierarchy of the
Catholic Church, her cult of veneration at one point nearly rivaled that of the Virgin Mary in some parts of
Europe.

In this informative and groundbreaking new book, Professor Ilse E. Friesen examines the phenomenon of St.
Wilgefortis from an art historical perspective, tracing the origins of depictions of the saint from an early
medieval Italian statue known as Volto Santo, or “holy face,” through the emergence of increasingly
feminized crucifixes over the course of the subsequent centuries. In particular, Professor Friesen focuses on
an analysis of paintings, sculptures and frescoes originating in the German-speaking regions of Bavaria and
Tyrol, where the veneration of the saint attained its peak.

With its emphasis on art as situated in the context of religion, spirituality, mythology, popular literature and
gender relations, this book will have wide appeal.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Brown:

This book untitled The Female Crucifix: Images of St. Wilgefortis Since the Middle Ages to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can
get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you
can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book
from your list.

George Kirby:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the reserve untitled The Female Crucifix: Images of St. Wilgefortis Since the Middle Ages can
be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Kenneth Hoy:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Female Crucifix: Images of St. Wilgefortis
Since the Middle Ages, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
named reading friends.

Walter Pressley:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The The Female
Crucifix: Images of St. Wilgefortis Since the Middle Ages will give you new experience in examining a
book.



Download and Read Online The Female Crucifix: Images of St.
Wilgefortis Since the Middle Ages Ilse E. Friesen
#UO2XMHPEDC1



Read The Female Crucifix: Images of St. Wilgefortis Since the
Middle Ages by Ilse E. Friesen for online ebook

The Female Crucifix: Images of St. Wilgefortis Since the Middle Ages by Ilse E. Friesen Free PDF
d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books
online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF
best books to read, top books to read The Female Crucifix: Images of St. Wilgefortis Since the Middle Ages
by Ilse E. Friesen books to read online.

Online The Female Crucifix: Images of St. Wilgefortis Since the Middle Ages by Ilse E.
Friesen ebook PDF download

The Female Crucifix: Images of St. Wilgefortis Since the Middle Ages by Ilse E. Friesen Doc

The Female Crucifix: Images of St. Wilgefortis Since the Middle Ages by Ilse E. Friesen Mobipocket

The Female Crucifix: Images of St. Wilgefortis Since the Middle Ages by Ilse E. Friesen EPub


