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When the Soviet Union pulled its forces out of Afghanistan, the American media had a simple explanation:
Soviet troops had been hounded out of the mountains by U.S.-armed guerrillas--the skies cleared of Soviet
aircraft by Stinger missiles--until the Kremlin was forced to cry uncle. But Diego Cordovez and Selig S.
Harrison shatter this image. Out of Afghanistan shows that the Red Army was securely entrenched when the
Soviet Union agreed to withdraw: American weaponry and Afghan bravery raised the costs for Moscow, but
it was six years of skillful diplomacy that gave the Russians a way out.

Cordovez and Harrison provide the definitive account of the Soviet blunders that led up to the invasion and
the bitter struggles over the withdrawal that raged in the Soviet and Afghan Communist parties and the
Reagan Administration. The authors are particularly well-suited to their task: Cordovez was the United
Nations mediator who negotiated the Soviet pullout, and Harrison is a leading South Asia expert with four
decades of experience in covering Afghanistan. Their story of the U.N. negotiations is interwoven with a
gripping chronicle of the war years, complete with palace shootouts in Kabul, turf warfare between rival
Soviet intelligence agencies, and the CIA role in building up Islamic fundamentalist guerrilla leaders at the
expense of Afghan moderates. Cordovez opens up his diaries to take us behind the scenes in his negotiations,
and Harrison draws on interviews with Mikhail Gorbachev, former Secretary of State George Shultz, and
other key actors. The result is a book full of surprises. For example, the authors demonstrate that the Soviets
intervened not out of a desire to drive to the Indian Ocean, but out of a fear of a U.S.-supported Afghan Tito.
Rebuffs by hardline "bleeders" in the Reagan Administration undermined efforts by Yuri Andropov to secure
a settlement before his death in 1983. Even more startling, Gorbachev resumed the search for a negotiated
withdrawal more than a year before the first American-supplied Stinger missiles were deployed in the war.

The Soviet intervention in Afghanistan was one of the pivotal events of recent history. Out of Afghanistan
destroys many of the myths surrounding the Afghan war and will have a profound impact on the emerging
debate over how and why the Cold War ended.
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From reader reviews:

Christine McClellan:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Out of Afghanistan: The Inside Story of the Soviet Withdrawal. Try to
make book Out of Afghanistan: The Inside Story of the Soviet Withdrawal as your good friend. It means that
it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past.
Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can
know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Alice Christensen:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up
than other is high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Out of Afghanistan:
The Inside Story of the Soviet Withdrawal book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book
is usually more than just a book.

Scott Burnett:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more
time to be learn. Out of Afghanistan: The Inside Story of the Soviet Withdrawal can be your answer because
it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Ellen Scherer:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Out of Afghanistan: The Inside Story of the
Soviet Withdrawal or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside
science book, any other book likes Out of Afghanistan: The Inside Story of the Soviet Withdrawal to make
your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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