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Early modern Venice was an exceptional city. Located at the intersection of trade routes and cultural borders,
it teemed with visitors, traders, refugees and intellectuals. It is perhaps unsurprising, then, that such a city
should foster groups and individuals of unorthodox beliefs, whose views and life styles would bring them
into conflict with the secular and religious authorities. Drawing on a vast store of primary sources -
particularly those of the Inquisition - this book recreates the social fabric of Venice between 1640 and 1740.
It brings back to life a wealth of minor figures who inhabited the city, and fostered ideas of dissent, unbelief
and atheism in the teeth of the Counter-Reformation. The book vividly paints a scene filled with craftsmen,
friars and priests, booksellers, apothecaries and barbers, bustling about the city spaces of sociability, between
coffee-houses and workshops, apothecaries' and barbers' shops, from the pulpit and drawing rooms, or
simply publicly speaking about their ideas. To give depth to the cases identified, the author overlays a
number of contextual themes, such as the survival of Protestant (or crypto-Protestant) doctrines, the political
situation at any given time, and the networks of dissenting groups that flourished within the city, such as the
'free metaphysicists' who gathered in the premises of the hatter Bortolo Zorzi. In so doing this rich and
thought provoking book provides a systematic overview of how Venetian ecclesiastical institutions dealt
with the sheer diffusion of heterodox and atheistical ideas at different social levels. It will be of interest not
only to scholars of Venice, but all those with an interest in the intellectual, cultural and religious history of
early-modern Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Gagne:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible The Inquisitor in the
Hat Shop: Inquisition, Forbidden Books and Unbelief in Early Modern Venice? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Thomas Hodge:

The book untitled The Inquisitor in the Hat Shop: Inquisition, Forbidden Books and Unbelief in Early
Modern Venice is the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication
content that will be shown to you. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The article author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they
share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Inquisitor in the Hat
Shop: Inquisition, Forbidden Books and Unbelief in Early Modern Venice from the publisher to make you
much more enjoy free time.

Yvonne Matz:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its include
may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because
fantastic as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be The Inquisitor in the Hat Shop:
Inquisition, Forbidden Books and Unbelief in Early Modern Venice why because the great cover that make
you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as
the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Martha Howell:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
The Inquisitor in the Hat Shop: Inquisition, Forbidden Books and Unbelief in Early Modern Venice will give
you new experience in looking at a book.
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