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After almost two centuries of historical criticism, biblical scholarship has recently taken major shifts in
direction, most notably towards literary study of the Bible. Much germinal criticism has taken as its primary
focus narrative texts of the Hebrew Bible (the `Old Testament'). This book belongs in this movement and
provides a lucid guide to its interpretative possibilities. It tries to be both theoretical and practical, combining
discussion of method and the business of readingin general with numerous illustrations through readings of
particular texts.The opening chapter indicates how literary criticism is related to other dominant ways of
reading the text over the last two thousand years, using as an example the story of Cain and Abel. In
subsequent methodological chapters, the authors discuss characters, not excluding the narrator and God; plot,
modifying recent theory to accommodate the peculiar complexity of biblical narratives; and the play of
language through repetition, ambiguity, multivalence, metaphor and intertextuality. The concluding chapter,
on readers and responsibility, explores the ideological dimension of narrative interpretation, with particular
attention to Genesis 1-3, a story which has generated much discussion about gender and social hierarchy.
Does this text define or challenge the statusquo (of either theancient or the modern world)? The authors lay
out some of the debate and question what values are at work when we and others read and champion
readings. Other extended readings include: the stories of Abraham and Sarah, and of Tamar and Judah in
Genesis, the book of Jonah, and the account of Nebuchadnezzar and the three Jews thrown into the fiery
furnace, fromthe book of Daniel. An extensive bibliography completes the book, arranged by subject and
biblical text.
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Li:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read
one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Narrative in the Hebrew Bible
(Oxford Bible Series) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Marco Roy:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Narrative in the Hebrew Bible
(Oxford Bible Series) that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react when
it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but
for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good
habit, you are able to pick Narrative in the Hebrew Bible (Oxford Bible Series) become your current starter.

George Tucker:

The book untitled Narrative in the Hebrew Bible (Oxford Bible Series) contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so
do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author
will take you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Lowell Bohler:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Narrative in the Hebrew Bible
(Oxford Bible Series) or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science book, any other book likes Narrative in the Hebrew Bible (Oxford Bible Series) to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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